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. . Horn&.ANN was interrogatod at a special i.nterrosatian center at 
Al t J.U.Ssee , .Auetrin , durillg the period 8-28 J\U'le 194.5 . Ho was 'placed 
by this unit in t~ custody at CIC , 3rd u..s . J.Ttri:f, MUnicb an 29 1une 
1945 , for trensfor first to- 7th /l:r'mY Inte lligellce oentor, Augsburg, 
t1lld then back to MUnich in the custody of let Lt . ~rem, M·F·.A · & JJ. • ., • 
Hegional .Mlli tory Govcrn.IOOnt, !rtmich. 

At the tiiOO or· his arrest a number of docUJIBnts were tola:ln frcm 
HOJ'll'M.AWa .accounts, bank stoteJOOnta, personal papers, eto. These are 
to b6 found at control Collecting Point (Verw~lt~gsbau) ,3rd u.s . /J:'!ISY• 
MUni$ . 

II • PERSONJ,L 

(a) · Career 

Heinrich HOFBMANN was born 12 august 1885 in Furth , B·avoria, 
Garmany • The family moved to MUnich during his childhood. In world tVar 
I be was a private attached to one of tho ~arlioet aorinl photogro.pb,y 
units . ll.ftor the war he settled in M.mich , working as an .assistant in 

.•. 	 o small photogrcpher•s shop . It was at tliis timo tb.'lt be. became a f~iend 
·· 	 ot N\ olph HITlER· He joirled the Nazi Party in 1922 as #59, which ent;itled 

him to woor the party•s golden insignia • . From this timo qn be acted as 
HITlER's .PhotographQr , at first on a peracnnl basis and later on. an 
off,ioiai one. He wo.a proaent during all tho earl)' struggles of the Nazi 
Party and str.tes that · he bogO.n selling his photographs.. to J~JDerican news­

. paper eel'vices ~ early as 1925. After the Nazi ·accession to poier 8lld 
· ' 	 during World War II- bo was a prominent political. t igure. Hjs special 

and fa~rite sphore .of activity was l)rt. He played a leadidg r ole in the 
campaign against •degonoratu ort• and it wa s under his orders that OJl 

...::. • attompt 'ffnB mnC.e ''t o mmove all traco s of it from OOrillatl ltllS&ums. Later 
· ' bo ~o.QSJm the official patron · of tho t00da1"n art which flourished. ill ~rmany · 

with Nazi approval . Tbe yearly exhibitiohe at the Haus der Deutobeii mma~~ 
" . " . in MUn~~h wero under ~.cs . d~otl-on. BroadlY, _apo_alc1~, HrfU:R P.la~d. him 

.;. · · 1!i cbatse ot 'presonti.ng art ·to tha people of tho Third t{o'!oh and ot aee­
.. · · i.ng t~t tooy got tbe right eQrt • . ' 

HOFFMANN is married and bas two chi'ldren by a . provious morriage • 
·His JJ?ri is a ousinass III.!lil in ~Vienna anC, his ~nughtor is .tho wife ot ,l~aldur~ 
von SOHinll.CH , Chief of the Ril'LER Jueond· e.ild lo~r Reiobstotthalter and 
Ge.ulei tor ot Vienna. ltOFI't.4ANN also hoe a porsonol. connootion .ith P'rau 
Lola ·seHMmT (ZEH) in wllose house be was to\md at tQ8 timo of hie al'.l"ffat. 

\ . Hi~ Mtmioh rosid.on~o WQB a~ Ebersber~r S~sae 5 . 

(b) ausinoss . J • 



welt-known !)..mat dam yolk, which, ho says was making Jld:Hions tor h~ .witb.iD 
a f ew DXJntha . Too subscription list was enormous. This may ha'f'8 been due • 
partially, at leaaty io the tact that those wbo wero approo.cbed as subscnti­
bers lmow that tlla magazine' con:c from HITLER ' s imn.;d1ato entournse. u a 
s1Qocuro associated with his Directorsh!p of tho Haus der Deutcben KUnst 
oxhib~tions v..ont the exclusive right t o aoll post cards of too pictures 
shown . 

The c~I:lbination in HOFFM.'.NN of a considerable talent k making 
mo~oy and of the political influence which CanJ) from the Jm.owledgo that 
ho could always speak directly t<;> HITlER, placed him in an almost unique 
po~ition in COrmany. Howovor 1 as was £requontly tho case with the Nazis , 
this sooms t o hnvo boen based largely oo outward appoarancos. The man him­
salt is almost illitorete £md the details of his business appear to have 
boon carried out by two old frieoos and faithful servants, Michael BAUER 
and Alphonso BRUEMMER , bothof whom oro surely much bettor acquainted with 
tho details of their nas~r • s activity than HOFFMANN himself. 

III . RELATIONSHIP WITH HITlER 

(a) Personal 

During the oarly period of tho Fuebror 'a cproor, HOFF'Mf!NN appears 
to havo been one of his constant companions, particularly during tho diffi­
cult tim:>s. That thoir relationshil> was a very personal one can be judged 
from the fact that it was HOFPM.ANN who introduced HITU."""'R to Eva BRAUN, at 
tho time a minor empl oyee in his shop.. :tater, after the Nazis had come to 
power, HOmu.NN had hi~ o;m place in the FUehrer 1 s headquarters. HITlER 
often cam to his house to dine, and the H~ fai!lily wore regular quasts 
at Borchtosgadon and in the Ft;ehrer • s other residences . . 

This intimte 'friendship slowly bogan t o decline after t~ appear­
ance ot BORMANN in HITlER's surroundings . The gradual estrangement fran his 
fort!l)r friend may have beon partly due to tho fact that 'HOFn4.UiN' s wife and , 

. to a lessor degroo , liQ!'.iVANN himsolf , woro knO!ID to be outapols:Bn cri•ios 
at ooz•tttm Plid&b& « illi! pol"icy. Ho'llll';l ¥&1 1 sw•m aua• ucs &b& casu ••• 

,principal enemy . HOB'PJ4ANN says that , in 1944 , BOIU4ANN deliberately in'iente~ 
the ideo that he had paratyphus and should, thorGfore , not be allowed t o 
approach tpe :rueh.rer. A/3 a r esult of thia, HOFPYANN was put under state 
mediool obser vo.tion Alld wns obliged t o remain in Vien.,a undergoing tee.ts 
durin& a period of nine months. Ho says that durin£ the ~at period d the 
wo.r he bod lost al~ pe:Fsono.l contact with HITlER, whoso attitude tow~ ~ 
bed oanplotoly chaxlged . ae attributes this partly to the :ruebrer•s bealth 
ond tho injections which , be says , ~ITLER rooei'led daily in lo.rSEJ Aumber, 
and partly to tba f '1ct that Eva BRAUN end BORMANN saw to it that tbey wre 
tho cmly pooplo whom HIT~ ever saw alone . 
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,., . 
to 'the DI.UI8\Uilf 

And when be approvod ot these· b£f !'oulf. 'i;lnse them an to tm Fue!Jtar with 
hie rooo11J18ndotian . He also intrcducod certain de : lere to HITlER and helped 
tho,m wban they wanted to sell pictures. Saoetimaa 1 during 

1
one of his · trips, 

if bo saw a picture whlch oo ctcnsidered worthy r£ tho Linz IIJJ8el,Dll1 ba would 
suggest its purchase on M.s roturn. Howovar , ~ positively denios e'fttr 
having bought a pictur& expressly for HlTll!:R or ever ba.ving presented. a 
picture for sale himself. He never der,ived the slightest j ersonq.} profit 
from ~Y ot this. In spite of these denials 1 too evidenco shows tha t 
ROJ'FM.Am not only bought works of art , representing himsolf as o.ri official 
represontntive of tho Fuohror , but also sometimes did a littlo picture 
dealing on the side f or his own profit . 

I • 

Even in this non- political asPect of his r &lotionship with HITLER , 
HOFFMANN's influence also tleclined . This certainly began wtnn , in the ' .. 
4\dler trial of 1938 , he was ahoon t o hqvc purchtlsed fakod pictures by 
Spitzweg . Howevor , HOFFMANN says again that it was due lllQinly to the enmit y 
of Reichsleiter BORMANN· He cites the follovrirJg story as an example of the 
paS's to wh,ich things had ooxoo . During one of t~ last visits which he made 
with HITLER t o the FUahrerbau, on be¥1e aske d his opini on of a cer tain pic­
ture , HOF.FMANN MS'm\l'ed the. t he oonsiderGd. 1 t much too expenaive and 1 in all 
probability, a fake . To his surprise and dismay , HI'fiER answeroc1 , •I '11 
buy ~ t anyway • • 

IV• ' '1HE LINZ MUSEUM 

(a) Tho Original Idea .. 
HOFFMANN 'say~ t hat it was in 1938 tha t HITlER concEtived tb:l idea 

at a new German state art center at L1nz . He denies that there was any 
connection VTi th tho fact .tl;lat Linz was t he b irthplace of his mother . He 
says HITLER hated Vienna and wanted to "l1lllkk sure t hat th~J region in which 
be bad spent his youth should be feJOOUs f or its culture as well as for its 
imluetr1os . The now center · wa s t o hovo mom.tnln t al buildings dovoted t o all 
the arts and ·the most 'important of too se was to be tho Fue h.rer lonlseum. Tlle 
collection was to contain all forma of European art and HITLER planned to 
J:>uil.d it up under hia own d irt} otion with the assistance of the beat German 
art histol'ions and muaoum personnel . 

I ' 

•• • As wna customary with the Naz~s , pmons the first s ources of pil)­
tures f or tho Museum vrero the . c ~.,nfiscatod oo).loc t ions of German one A,usQ'ian 
J6lWS • ijOF'!'.MANN saYs that the first of thos~"' b6 considered. was the 4lphonse 
ROTHSCHilD collyotion , which be visi tad in thO company ' ot' HITlER and Gauleiter . 
BURKl!!L in Vie~a. He SE~.Ya that HITIE,R reoogniie~ tho quality ot the objects ) 
and instx;u()ted BURKEL · t o chose the best All'l sund t uam to him for the Una . 
MUseum. Howe'Vet: , BURKEL, who was aesociotod in soma wtly with art dealer 
~TOOK, did not send tho beet of the oolleotion, but.kapt it t or h~elt 
Aa t1 reSUlt of ttio scandal which fol10t1e d 1 Hl'l'lJ!:R duoi~ed that be would place 
tbo responsibility for · such sel.t;lctions on ono ann ,. tbe ])~o'kll" ot t'&a LlJiz 
~Wlh • • ·• 
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Frans POSSE. Was, oppointed Director, portly as a resul t 
ot the BURKEL affair . HOF.Fl1tANN says that HITI.Efl was much 1m­
prossed by htm. during a visit t o the Dresdun 14lsoum and decided 
that the man who wa s in chorge of such o f...LlOUs museum as Dres­

, don , was the only one for Linz. He also says thnt IUBERSTQCK 
ha~ something to do with tne appointJmnt . He took over the 
directorship in June 1939 and fran that t ine on , ·HOFH!ANN says 
with somo bitt~rness, be passed on every picture that went into 
the Linz col lection , inci\.tding those which hSd boon chosen by 
HOFFMA.m . He barely ever saw POSSE, and was odditionally irri­
tated by the fact that through his influunce tho de~lers whom 
HOFFMANN bad introducec t 1. the Fuom;er had much less to say than 
~d beon the case previously. • 

Homnn v,pss. POSSE Is successor . MIEDL reported that 
HOFFMANN hpd be€.n pertly respons ible for the VOOS appointment . 
HOFFMANN doni es t his . HOFFMANN describes VOSS as being com­
pletely under BORhiANN 's i nfluence . He has little respect f or 
voss • taste and describes him as buying anyt,\Jing that . was put 
before him. As an example h•.:. citea the SCHLOSS Collection. 

Erhort (Erwin ?) GOEPEL ~ HOFFMANN only sa'il him once or 
twice during his visits t o Holland whore GOEPEL was the repre ­
sentative o~ Linz . 

Hans REGER . The architect in charge pf the Fuehrorbau , 
MUnich . ' Be received and catalogued all p i ctures which were 
sent f or the exhibitions at which HITLER or POSSE chose pictures 
f or Linz·. REGER 11as no knowle dge of art but his files contai'n 
comple te information about all picturee which. went through his 
hands . HOFFMANN confirms that REG:::R had pictures in storage. in 
the Fuehrcrbau air r aid shelter f or cor tain of his friends , ~ 
them MIEDL . 

{c)· ~ . 

PurchosCJ s for Linz were made with money from o. s:gecial K\instfond , 
the original idoa f or which oaniJ from HOFFMANN. Ho sUBGested to HITlER that 
the Reich postal autnorities is~ue a speciAl HITLER stamp with the Fuehrer ' s 
portrait {tpkcn from a HOF~~ phot ograph) and that the stamps should be 
specially t axed and t he fund ob tained applied exclusively to artistic pr o­
jects .. The special stamps were first issuod about 1941. Tbair value was 
6 , 8 , 12 , and 20 pfennige to which wa~ ac1ded a suppl emant :1ry ~· The idea 
was moet · successtul rum , by the end of the wo.r, the funU bed risen a t t~s 
to fifty million marks . HI'l'LER had the final say as to its d1$pos1tion . 

HOII'FMANN baG no detailed knowledge of the lll)tb.OC!s ot ~nt . 
Ha anl;y knows that tbe bills were 86nt t o the Reiobalamzl.e~ , wbere payment 
was made by Staatasokretar r..wt-tERS direct' to the ael:lei;o. 



(4) '~!thode at Acquisition 

'l'be .majority ~I tbe worts of art purohaaod' tor Unz wre 
ori.gi~l,y propol!fed to the directors of the ~&seum or to ~b~ 
letter, pbotogra.phs enclosed . It tb.ey wre •considered 4es1rable as 
aoquiaitiona, the photographs were t'Ol"WBrded to the r:e ichskanzlei and, · 
,if aooeptecf by BITIBR, the _owner was not11'ied and instructed to send 
the object(' to. the Pe~rbau. '!'be sa.DB system existedt'ar tbe · agents 
who bougb.1; .outside of Gel'UI8Dl". POSSB waa the only n:xan who could bUT 
outright. · 	 t · ,, 

Every s~x or ei~ht weeks, an exhibition ~ the piotufes 
chosen was orsanized in tre F\lehrerbau by REGER. this . was . visited 
eithQr by POSSE or the Fuehrer, sometimes in the oanpani at BOFJMANN ... 
BUCHNER. an(l other llllaeum directors were also called in to give advice. 
It was tqere tha.t the final dec.ision 

\ 
was made us tO purchases. for tb.e. museum. 

(e) pealera
I 

· (1) BRUESQH!ILIER Brothers, M.mich, Furatenstraaae 224 

.I 
HOFnUNN says tba. t the BRURSOHWIUERs were s,tiss who 

caine to MUnich after the last war and opened a sme.ll .sho_p 
which specialized in ~dieval .a.rt. They were early mem­
ber~ pf. too inner Nazi <Ylrcle. HOFFMANN did not see them 
for about fourteen years untU they suddenly appeared as 

, • exhibitors -of pictures for Linz at the Fuohrerbau. HOJ'J"UA.m 
... 	 says tba.t they worked comple tely under BORWANN's influence._ 

one.· 1ot' the brpth,ers was appointed director of the COburg 
MUseum, - Tbe other traveled throughout Europe' buying pic­

' .. ~s for their dealing establisbmont . He was part11:ularly
"' ' active in Paris, and sola on the German ~ket wha' 1188 not 

accepted tor Lin~ . 
. 	 I 

f'W,. •.. · • .. . • 	 ' • 

(2) • PIETRIQU, :rl-au Maria ('-lmas) Munioh, Ot~atruse 9 
• I • 	 ~ ' 

one of tb8' early h'iends ot ~who 1ntro4uoe4 
~r to Hria1ran4 in whoee o~~Y be :Visited be~ ahOp. 
's}lo bad been marned to a TUrkhh :rew, .AU.US, b'ut b8c1 
. obange4 bffr nmm for more . ».'Yan appearances • ..H&:r daushter 

• :was a· srsat i'r_iend of Eva BRA~· Tbroup ~·a pro­
' ~ .. teo~iqn, abe preaente4 piotu~a in person tb Hl'!I.aR 8Dd 

-,u ODe.· of' ~· 4ealal'a fromwban be b6\18ht tb$ 1110at. 
~in~ ·aa'B..•,a &aoe.DIS4JlCY ~r tb& ~brer' beoam& 
•~r, .ebe l.Oist .a at her Bowenr, 8be 
alw-.ya toravel.e4 with a ·l.e io~ale1 
•••,~ • ;,..~ ~·~'Da'lllllmIIIIIIIJ..... $i; 
Ottioe. \. 8IMt 

·. 

! 
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. (4) LOZ Gallery, Berlini l<)lrfueratenstraase 
. . 

~ne ot the few dealers who wor.k8d direct]$ with 

lUTLER. HOI'nWm 'recalls his selling to tbe :ruehrer a 

~nba.ch Portrait of Bismarck and a Blechon IA,ndsoape , 

t he latte~ for RM· 150,000. 


(5) MICliiES, Frau. MUnich, Maximilianplatz~ ' I • 

. 
one of the dealers tram whom HITIJ:R bought during 


tbe e arly days . She specialized in Bavarian and Auatrien 

paintiDBB and oooaaianally sold things .to Linz. 


(6) ~ (GOUDSTIKKER) , AJDaterdeDL, 458 Heerengracht . 
HOFFMANN had 'been a friena at MIEDL "for ~ ,aars. 

Tbey were pe.rUculerl¥ close dUI'in& tllB liN"• B()J'J1WiiJJ 
used lllEDL'as an agent in HollaDd Q4 eupp11e4 . him with 
money clur~ hie Tisits to PN-1s. It .11as through H~ 
tbat MDDL sold l)ictUr6'S to Linz aM.- on one oocaSion pre­
sented tbem personally to ,tbl fl,\ebrer. This :was in 1941 
wb&n NliDL ~ a larae DUJitMtJ' Of Pa.t:ntinca .~rca the . 
~ 09lleotion store4 ' 1n e. wo.rebd\ule 1h li!neestraase, , 
Berlin,. just '&$hind tije Bei~•lei. '(s.e Riterenoe l.)
HOFfti4NN took t.bere flo look OT~r turis whioh 
mi&i!~ lie and -~ 
a.al•aa u ~-
J.WQI181 01'" ~D 




( . 

.. ' 

~ etate4 that be Dewr had any pereo~l oont~ot w1th this 
orpm.i:aa~~. '1'0 · tbe be•t ot hie knowledgo , HI'l'ID ne•r saw even 0118• 
third d tba pictures coAf'iscated in' hie n0B¥1 . HC!'I1bNN inaiete that 
H1'l'lBR was unwilling to acquire any ot thoeo pictures for tbe Linz · 
MUeeum. ~a proof ot this statement be cites tba.following story. 
on one ocoai1on his magazine; lQ1!8' dem yolk. w~ to publish nll , &l_'ticle 
on recent acquisitions for the Unz .sallery. Naong tbese were in­ • 
eluded~ .,tronCJ~DSr by voruser and Portra-it ot a Lady by "Bouober , . 
b oth c iacated tran the RO'I'R3CHIID collection by the BRR· 'l1la article 
waa abon to Bl'I'IER befare publication , - tind IllFft4ANN aays that ~ a' 
once 86VEl tbe order that any. mention or these two pictures as ncquiei .. 
tiona tar the Unz MUSeum should illlnediately be stric)mn out. Subse­
quent evidence baa shown -that HI'l'l.ER did , 1n fact, include t~ 
pictures 1n his collection. (see Refc.rence 2 . ) 

VI... Tim HOn'MANN COLlECTION 

(a) purchases < • 

HOFFMANN's speciQ.lty was the aetinan School and be c!Qims 
to have the best SpitzMflJ collection in the world . He abo boc\ some . ~ 
'17th Century and French 18th century pictures . Ho bought frqn all 
dea!ers ond had no special agent who sought out things for him. ~ 
seys tbat tho country from which be bought moat was Holland.. ~'rhere 
hb dealt with MIEDL, the Dienstelle ~. K.\TZ, ll'I!'tJE, and 
DEIAUNOY• In .Prance Fr!\U DIETRICH soJOOt~ acted as hie buying . 
agent', In Paris be himself. made only one purchase, a Sheperd. sc~ine 
by :rr~onerd, bought from P'jBUNI for 500,000 franca. ~ p;r:oteats • 
that he newr bought a picture which hD.d formeply been 1n a contis- . 
cated Jewish Collection; HOTI'eve r , be admits ~ that he never acqu1~ed 

. 

about tbs illlnediate provenance of any;thing he boU8ht, even it it was '.· 
from MOEi«Ju.NN of whose activities b.e wae well aware . 

(Note' A ocinplete catalogue with photograpba ot 
the HQPftiANN Qolleetion ie in the possesSion 
of lat Lt . J'&D~s ;r• .Roxoiller, MOliument• and 

.:rine Arts 1 G .. S, 7ih U'mY•) 

(b) l)eposits · . . 
•liOJ'nQNN states that his collection is. sto/(ld in tb$. 

to~lowing pla6eaa 

' 
(1) Berlin, Kdcbatraeae lO 
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' (6) 	 Tbe house at Baron SOHJI1£m!R, 
a taw pictures. 

(7) 	 NUrnberg Jn tho bouso of tbe painter 
uuuca, his repreaentative ill.. 

tha~ city, a small DUmber of 
pictures. 

(8) 	 Waldm,..mchen, near ... Som;) of h.is furniture is hidden 
Passau in The Gr~nzlend Hotel. 

(9) Vienna ,· verlag Heinrich Miscellaneous pictures , furniture, 
HOFFMANN , Opernring 19 ond files . 

' 
VII. CONCUJSION AND RECOMMEN.DATIONS FOR;AO'l'I<Ji 

The interrogation of HOFFMANN is a thankless task. He is an alco­
holic QJld bas all the we:aknesses which go with this vice. His mmory is 
bad aod be challges his story trom day t o day , according to what be thinks 
will ;lease his interrogator most . When be feels happy be boasts about 
his succ~as wl t h the Nazi Regilm and when be feels unhappy, be is oon­
trite QDd repentant. He curses and praises HITLER a l ternate.ly. Abow 
all , his chief concern ~s the future of his material possessions . He 
appeared more upset about the theft of" his linen than by unfavorable 
reports about his i.Jnlmdiate family . 

The importance of H<lFFMAR'T's r ol e in the formation at tbe Una .. 
C.ollection has been DDlch exaggerated . During the early period be was 
close to H:ITI$R who unquestionably listened to him . Howewr , his ad ­
vice conoemet! chieflY German XIX Century pictures; and his prestige , 

already undermined by tbe purchase ot take Spi tzwegs, disQPpeared 
almost ccmple te ly t~ough BORIII.\NN • s intluenoe. 

The quest ion ·os to whe t her or not Hom.iANN was ree~oasible tor 
tbe appointJulmt at Hermann VOSS as successor to POSsE has not ye-t been 
satisfactor ily answered . tJ¥er interrogation be denies baving· any 
part in it . Howewr, there is good reason to belibve that be boeatfitd 
about it to h~s friends. 'rbe truth is probably that , in an attar~~ 
win baok h~s influence , be di4 what be could to replece POSSi e a 
BORIIAttf tavori te , by a IJEIJl .whom be knew to ba'ftl tho reputation of an 
tUlti-Hasi .and to be an eJl8111T at POSSE~e chief backer, IL\8EBS'l'OOK. 
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