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The HCPO’s experience has been that the knowledge and expertise of its staff 
alleviates burdens and costs often incurred when individuals pursue claims on their 
own. Successes are a direct result of the importance attached to and attention paid by 
the HCPO to individualized analysis. Indeed it is fair to say that, at one point or another 
since 1997, nearly all roads to restitution and compensation have converged at the 
HCPO and the HCPO has worked directly with almost all restitution and compensation 
processes in existence today. (See Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1 - Compensation Organizations and the HCPO 
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II. Overview of Operations and Accomplishments 
 
From its inception through December 2008, the HCPO has responded to more than 
13,000 inquiries and received claims from 4,788 individuals from 45 states and 38 
countries. (See Figures 2 and 3).   
 

 
Figure 2 – International Geographic Distribution of HCPO Claimants 

(Areas appearing in color represent countries where HCPO claimants reside.) 
 

 
Figure 3 - Domestic Geographic Distribution of HCPO Claimants 

(Areas shaded green represent states where HCPO claimants reside.) 
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In total, the HCPO has successfully closed the cases of 1576 individuals in which either 
an offer was accepted, the claims process to which the claim was submitted issued a 
final determination, the assets claimed had been previously compensated via a post-
war restitution or compensation proceeding, or otherwise handled appropriately (i.e. in 
accordance with the original accountholders' wishes); the claims of 3,212 individuals 
remain open.  
 
The combined total of offers extended to HCPO claimants for bank, insurance, and 
other asset losses amounts to $136,047,665. (See Figure 4). 
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Figure 4 - Total Offers Extended to HCPO Claimants To Date By Country  
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Of the claims filed with the HCPO to date, 2,345 individuals (from 42 states and 35 
countries) submitted claims for assets deposited in banks referencing 3,667 individual 
account-holders. The HCPO has closed the claims of 456 individuals; 1,889 individuals 
currently have open bank claims which have been submitted to a number of parallel 
claims processes.  
 
To date, offers extended to HCPO claimants seeking the return of bank assets total 
$65,680,9251. (See Figure 5). 
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Figure 5 - Bank Claims - Over $65 Million Offered To Date 

 

                                            
1 This sum includes two dormant Lithuanian Holocaust era bank accounts, previously held by Citigroup, 
transferred to The Foundation for the Lithuanian Jewish Heritage.  
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Furthermore, 2,292 individuals (from 42 states and 24 countries) submitted insurance 
claims referencing 3,400 individual policy-holders. The HCPO has closed the insurance 
claims of 1,094 individuals; 1,198 individuals currently have open insurance claims most 
of which are under review for imminent closure in light of the dissolution International 
Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims. Claims for unpaid insurance policies 
have been submitted into a number of parallel claims processes for consideration.  
 
To date, offers extended to HCPO claimants seeking the proceeds of insurance policies 
total $30,296,637. (See Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 - Insurance Claims - Over $30 Million Offered To Date 
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The HCPO has accepted 151 art claims (from 20 states and nine countries) referencing 
thousands of items, approximately 8,000 of these in sufficient detail to permit additional 
research. The office has closed the claims of 26 individuals, 125 individuals currently 
have open art claims. To date, 30 works of art have been restituted to HCPO claimants. 
(See Figure 7). 
 

Germany
17%

The Netherlands
3%

Spain
3%

United States
13%

United Kingdom
3%

Undisclosed
23%

Austria
38%

 
Figure 7 – Geographic Distribution of Artworks Returned to HCPO Claimants 
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Several compensation agencies administering programs covering bank account and/or 
insurance policy losses also assess claims for material and/or other losses resulting 
from Nazi persecution. Of the 4,788 individuals who filed claims with the HCPO 615 of 
them were found eligible for compensation under material asset, real property loss or 
other schemes. To date, offers extended to HCPO claimants seeking the proceeds of 
total $40,070,103. (See Figure 8). 
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Figure 8 – Other Compensation Claims - Over $40 Million Offered To Date 
 
The HCPO anticipates that claims will require monitoring through the end of 2009 and 
beyond given that: the government of Israel recently established a claims processing 
entity for dormant bank accounts, securities, and other assets located in Israel; though 
the 110th Congress came to a close without settling the matter of the proposed 
Holocaust Insurance Accountability Act 2008 (HR 1746) it is plausible that the matter 
will be revisited in 2009; on June 6, 2008 the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit affirmed the district court's approval of the settlement in the case of In re: 
Assicurazioni Generali S.p.A. Holocaust Insurance Litigation, although appellants 
continue to challenge this ruling, Generali has started to review and process the tens of 
thousands of claims submitted by class members; the German Ministry of Culture 
announced the creation of a new office entitled the Institute for Museum Research that 
will help museums, libraries, and archives identify items that were taken from the rightful 
owners during the Nazi period. Ultimately, therefore, the time required for submitting 
and processing claims is determined by circumstances beyond the HCPO’s control. 
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official policy. From 1933 to 1945 the Nazi regime carried out the greatest spoliation of 
works of art in history; experts estimate that as many as 600,000 works of art were ‘lost’ 
during the war. Nazi plundering, which ranged from out right seizure to sales made 
under duress, was not limited to museum quality pieces but included works by lesser-
known artists, decorative arts, and Judaica.  
 
Unlike claims for financial assets such as bank accounts or insurance policies, claims 
for Holocaust-era looted art do not lend themselves to wholesale, centralized 
settlements. Instead, given the individualized nature of these cases, they require 
working with a variety of entities, from museums to private collectors, and must be 
resolved on a painting-by-painting or object-by-object basis. 
 

 
Figure 9 - Life Cycle of an HCPO Art Claim 

 
In 2008, 12 works of art were restituted to HCPO claimants: eight works to the heir of 
Ignatz Pick; two paintings to the Estate of Dr. Max Stern; one drawing to the Estate of 
Alfred Sommerguth; and one painting to the Estate of Heinrich Morgenstern.  
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i. Collection of Ignatz Pick 
 

Ignatz Pick was an avid art collector as well as a successful antiquarian and gallery 
owner in Vienna, Austria before World War II. After the Anschluss1, Pick’s antique 
business was Aryanized2 and control over his personal art collection was turned over to 
a Nazi-approved administrator. The administrator sold pictures from the collection to 
raise funds necessary to pay the punitive taxes imposed by the Nazi regime as well as 
to pay the immigration taxes for Pick’s wife and daughters who had fled Austria. Pick, 
unable to join his family in the United States, died alone on February 23, 1941 in 
Vienna.   
 
After extensive historical, genealogical and provenance research the artworks were 
restored to the heir of Ignatz Pick. Due to the efforts of the Austrian Commission for 
Provenance Research and the Viennese Restitution Commission, the Austrian Ministry 
for Education and Culture and the Vienna Municipal Councilor for Cultural Affairs and 
Science decided to return, respectively, six works from the Wien Museum -- Potrait of 
Anton Josef Elder v. Leeb and Potrait of Theresia v. Leeb, both by Johann Babtist 
Lampi (see Figures 10 and 11), Sleeping Child by Josef Neugebauer (see Figure 12) , 
Mariahilfer Line by J.W. Frey (see Figure 13), Opening of the Prater by Josef II by 
Johann Hieronymus Löschenkoh (see Figure 14), and Allegorical Scene by George 
Ehle (see Figure 15) -- and two works from the Albertina Museum -- Family Picture by 
Johann Michael Nader (see Figure 16) and Oval Half-figure of a Young Man by Leopold 
Kupelwieser (see Figure 17). 
 
 
 

                        
  Figure 10        Figure 11              Figure 12 
 
 

                                            
1 German annexation of Austria in March 1938. 
2 Transfer of Jewish-owned businesses to German ownership. 
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       Figure 13            Figure 14      Figure 15 
 
 
 

                   
         Figure 16      Figure 17 
 
 

ii.   Collections of Dr. Max Stern1 
 

In August 1935, less than a year after Dr. Max Stern inherited Galerie Julius Stern in 
Düsseldorf from his father, he was prohibited from buying and/or selling art by the Reich 
Chamber for the Visual Arts, a sub-chamber of the Reich Chamber of Culture. Dr. Stern 
appealed this order for two years, until receiving final notice on September 13, 1937 to 
dissolve his gallery and liquidate his inventory.   
 
Dr. Stern sold over 200 pictures at a forced sale at Lempertz auction house in Cologne 
on November 13, 19372. Dr. Stern fled Germany for England on December 23, 1937 
and was interned on the Isle of Man as an “enemy alien” at the outbreak of war in 
September 1939. After being released in 1940, Dr. Stern immigrated to Canada, where 
he spent another two years interned as a “civilian alien.”  

 

                                            
1 http://maxsternproject.concordia.ca 
2 http://auktion392.com 
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    Figure 18          Figure 19 
 
 

iii.   Collection of Alfred Sommerguth 
 
Alfred Sommerguth, a prominent member of Berlin society and the director and co-
owner of Loeser & Wolff, one of the largest tobacco factories in existence before WWII, 
was forced to sell a substantial part of his art collection due to Nazi persecution.  By 
1939, Sommerguth had amassed an eclectic art collection of 106 artworks, which 
included Dutch and Italian Renaissance masterpieces as well as works by various 
French Impressionists. 
 
After the Nazis rose to power, the Sommerguths, like all German Jews, were subjected 
to the horrors of anti-Semitic legislation that resulted in their persecution and 
expropriation of their personal property. On February 2, 1939 a significant part of the 
Sommerguth art collection was sold at the notorious auction house Hans W. Lange in 
Berlin. The proceeds from the auction were used to pay the discriminatory taxes levied 
on the Sommerguths by the Nazis.  
 
In 1941, the then 82 year old Sommerguth fled with his wife to Cuba via Portugal. His 
bank account was frozen by the authorities leaving him without resources. In Cuba, 
Sommerguth fell ill with typhus and was confined to a hospital for one year. Alfred 
Sommerguth and his wife eventually immigrated to New York, where he passed away 
10 years later; his wife died 3 years after. 
 
This past spring, a German private collector, after learning the dubious provenance of 
Tiroler Bäuerin by Adolf von Menzel (see Figure 20), contacted Muggenthaler 
Research1 and Joel Levi2, the representatives of the Sommerguth heirs with whom the 
HCPO works, and informed them that he was in possession of the drawing and 

                                            
1 http://www.muggenthalerresearch.com/webpage.php 
2 http://www.jl-lawfirm.com/ 
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entered into a settlement agreement with the heirs for the restitution of the drawing. 
(See Appendix A). 
 

 
Figure 20 

 
 
 

iv. Collection of Kommerzienrat Heinrich Morgenstern 
 

After the rise of Nazi regime, Kommerzienrat Heinrich Morgenstern a Jewish 
businessman from Fürth, Germany, was subject to the many anti-Semitic measures 
adopted by the Nazis. Morgenstern’s lucrative manufacturing business was Aryanized, 
exorbitant punitive taxes were levied on him, and he subsequently fled Germany.  
 
The Nazi authorities prohibited Morgenstern from taking his art collection. Morgenstern 
was, therefore, forced Morgenstern to sell over 200 pieces from his extensive and 
eclectic art collection at Rudolph Lepke's Kunst-Auctions-Haus in November 1938. 
Morgenstern passed away before the conclusion of the Second World War, and in 1946 
his son began the diligent pursuit of locating and recovering his father’s collection.  
 
In 2006, David J. Rowland1, a representative of the Morgenstern heirs with whom the 
HCPO collaborates on this claim, discovered that the painting Cossacks on the March 
by Josef von Brandt (see Figure 21) was in Chicago, Illinois private collection. The 
private collector acquired the painting in 1972 at auction with no prior knowledge of its 
dubious provenance, as is often the case. Through amicable 

                                            
1 http://www.rowlandlaw.com/ 
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and forthright discussions the heirs of Heinrich Morgenstern and the private collector 
settled the claim to the painting. 
 

 
  Figure 21 
 
An increased willingness on the part of museums, archives, auction houses, and others 
to confront the issues surrounding Holocaust-era looted art coupled with the 
proliferation of online resources and greater accessibility to previously restricted 
materials has enabled the HCPO to locate and pursue the restitution of dozens of 
missing artworks. In light of these developments, the Office anticipates more 
settlements in the coming months.  
 

v. HCPO Posting of Lost Objects 
 
The HCPO recently compiled a list of over 1,000 identifiable objects from information 
provided by our claimants, supplemented with information from our own archival research, 
which we provided to the Art Loss Register1 (“ALR”), Trace Looted Art2  and 
Koordinierungsstelle für Kulturgutverluste3 (Germany’s central office for the documentation 
of lost cultural property). These three agencies have vast internet portals that have and will 
undoubtedly continue to aid the HCPO with locating and recovering lost works of art.  

 
vi. Section 233a of New York State Education Law 

 
On July 7, 2008 Governor Paterson signed a law, which went into effect of September 
4, 1008, that amended Section 233a of the New York State Education 

                                            
1 http://www.artloss.com/ 
2 http://www.tracelootedart.com/ 
3 http://www.lostart.de 
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1936 Insurance Market - Nazi Occupied Continental Europe and 
Switzerland
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Country  Population as of last 
official census in 19361 

Premium income in 1936 
local currency 

Premium income in 1936 1936 Premium income - 
revaluation using ICHEIC 
valuation guidelines for 

through December 20062 
Austria  6,760,000 108,054,000.00  $20,195,292.60 $961,762,635.18  
Belgium  8,092,000 512,614,000.00  $86,631,766.00 $1,370,702,549.01  
Bulgaria  6,090,000 359,230,000.00  $4,346,683.00 $46,953,216.70  
Czechoslovakia  14,729,000 623,772,872.00  $21,956,805.09 $226,737,472.25  
Danzig3 408,000 5,951,000.00  $1,122,358.60 $2,929,296.20  
Denmark4 3,550,000 129,940,000.00  $28,469,854.00 $74,304,843.27  
Estonia  1,126,000 1,576,000.00  $428,987.20 $4,327,489.01  
France  41,229,000 1,987,350,000.00  $92,809,245.00 $91,012,232.57  
Germany  66,104,000 1,100,931,000.00  $442,904,541.30 $1,155,957,895.06  
Greece5 6,204,000 13,239,055.00  $119,151.50 $11,240,585.73  
Hungary  8,688,000 26,873,000.00  $7,906,036.60 $56,003,677.06  
Italy  41,177,000 771,237,000.00  $40,567,066.20 $942,182,444.30  
Latvia  1,900,000 1,439,000.00  $277,295.30 $2,825,411.92  
Lithuania  2,029,000 1,234,800.00  $207,693.36 $18,701,591.97  
Netherlands  7,936,000 139,070,000.00  $75,890,499.00 $4,841,515,155.42  
Norway86 2,814,000 75,010,000.00  $18,497,466.00 $48,277,427.48  
Poland  32,133,000 32,970,000.00  $6,214,845.00 $66,098,327.80  
Romania  18,053,000 486,974,000.00  $3,554,910.20 $37,540,972.02  
Switzerland  4,077,000 241,650,000.00  $55,531,170.00 $3,148,207,128.39  
Yugoslavia 13,934,000 135,501,000.00 $311,652.30 $32,712,427.56 
Total Market of Nazi-occupied 
Europe and Switzerland 

287,033,000  $907,943,318.25 $13,139,992,778.90 

 

                                            
1 Statistical Yearbook of the League of Nations, 1935/1936 (Geneva, 1936), p. 23 
2 The highest ICHEIC multiplier for each country was used to calculate present values in order to arrive at the most generous estimate of the 
prewar market in 2006 US dollars. 
3 In 1936, the size of the Danzig market was 0.25% of the German market. Because there is no ICHEIC valuation rate available for Danzig, this 
percentage of the German market was used to calculate the approximate size of the Danzig market in 2006 US dollars. 
4 In 1936, the size of the Danish market was 6.4% of the German market. Because there is no ICHEIC valuation rate available for Denmark, this 
percentage of the German market was used to calculate the approximate size of the Danish market in 2006 US dollars. 
5 Data from the 1938 Assekuranz Kompass is incomplete. 
6 In 1936, the size of the Norwegian market was 4.17% of the German market. Because there is no ICHEIC valuation rate available for Norway, 
this percentage of the German market was used to calculate the approximate size of the Norwegian market in 2006 US dollars.  






































