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I. IN'l'RODUOTION 

Gieela LIM3ERGER was interr ogated at the OSS Special Interroga- · 
tion Center in Alt AUssee , Aus tr ia from 20 JU.ne to 1.5 September 1945· 
The major portion ot her testimony bS.s been included in Consolidated 
Interrogat ion Report No .. 2 , THE GOmlNG COllECTION as one of i t s most 
important sources . This report is intended to give a more de tailed 
account of her duties in the GOERING organbation and t o determine a s 
f ar as possible the extent of her responsibilitie s in the f ormation of 
the collection . 

II. PERSONAL 

Gisela L:ThBERGER was born on the 30th of Al!gust 1893 a t M3rzig 
on the Saar , the daughter of Richar d LDIIBER~ and Hermine D.AHil.~ · 
She attended school in dassel , Neu-Ruppin and Brandenber g on the Havel 
where she graduated with a teacher 1 a cer tif icate in 1914 . She was 
employed as a secr e t ary by the •German s tato Bureau for .Anglo-German 
Relations" in Berlin from 1921 to 1925 , and in London .from 1925 t o 
1930 • Dl 1932 she was appointe d librarian in' tho Prussian State 
Library in Berlin . In 1935 she was t r ansf erred to the pruas i an State 
Ministry and shortly after this assigned to the GOERING Stabaamt which 
was a part of t ha t or ganization because GOERING wa s Prussian State 
Minister . She was never a ueni>er of the Nazi party because t his was 
not necessary for those who worked for GOERING . Fraulein LIMBERGER 
has one s ister , by profession a Doctor , who emigreted to London shortly 
before the war . Her brother was a colonol in the Qermen lli'Jey whose 
family resided in Prague . 

III. GOER!ID 1S SECRETARY 

Fraulein LIMBE~R wor ked for GOERING 1 s Stabsamt as a state em
ployee • ' S~e Was never paid a perSOtllll salary by the Re ichsmarschall. 
She was his personal secr etary onl y in that she handlod his conf idential 
and private business , During the early years of ner work f or G<l'ERJll} 
she was chiefly occupied wi t h mat te r s r elat ed to too art col lect'ion, 
GOEiUNG1s conf i'den tia l seere t ary in. t hat tiri¥3 bo ing Fr au · GRUND'IMANN 
KOlmATSKI" . However , Fraule in LD.BERGER was in no s ense an art his.t orian. 
She had never studied lilstor y of art , nor t akon any interes t in the sub
ject bef ore she was as s igned t o the job by GOER:IN:r . As a result of thi s 
activities with. regaro t o the collection were l imited puro l y to admini s 
trative matters such a s listing , ~cording entri es , arrangelll9nt at 
exhibiti ons , :. etc. She never had anything to do directly wit h tbe 
choice of object s or t heir acquisiti on . 

Fraulein LIY3ERGER ' s ser vi ce wJ.th the Stabsamt ccm be di vided 
into two dist inct peri ods . ThB firet f r om 1935 to 1942 , when 'abe 
assisted Frau GRUND~..aNN KORN.l.TSKI and worked almost excl us ivel y on 
the collect i on and the library ; t be second after t he deat h of Frau . . , . 
GRUND'Jll.\m KORNATSKI in autumn 1942 , when ehe took over a ll· t he dutie s 
of GOERnlPs conf idential secretary. in addition t o wba.t she waa doinS 
bef ore . She says t hat 'GOERINl never toot ber int o his conf idence a s 
oanpletely as be • .bad :rrau GRUND'DIANN KCRNA'l'SKI • ~diately ef'ter 
the latter 1 s de ath . he mde an a ttempt to do so aM abe seems to ha~ 
wormd wry 'clo~ly with him. At this t'im abo WflS t reo.ted e.s a ' 
membe r of the family and lhad tor a time with OOQINl's sisters . 

' Howa~r, abe says that alrecdy in 1943 GOERim beaan t o -.,it~e.~· 
into himeelt. This tendency increased .as tbc course ot tbe war · wen~ 
against Qe:nllallY and at the end be abut .~lt ott caupl.etlel-7 tran 
all thoee who previously eurr~~decl him. ' · · 
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Thor& follows a list of Frauletn Lll.llEROER'a duties in .Abteilung 
II of the Stabsamt translated literally from one which she drew up her 
self . 

A· 	 :Period 1935 to autumn 1942. 

1 . 	 .Administration of the Re ichsnnrschall' a personal 
archives, documents, personal correspondence, family 
affairs. 

2. 	 Administration of the library, arrangeuent of books , 
card files , etc. 

I 

3.• 	 Collection and cataloguing of newspapers and period
icals . 

4. 	 Collection and compilation of lists of works of art 
bought during the war. 

5 . 	 Reception and examination of correspondence concerning 
works of art offered to GOERING ood msooring such 
correspondence according to instruction. 

6. 	 Arrangement of the exhibition and storege of works 
of art in GOERING's Berlin residence and Cnrinball 
according .to instTuctions . 

7 . 	 L:i:sting of paintings , furniture and tapestries in 
preparation for a new arrangement in Berlin ond Carin
hall . 

8 . 	 SUpervision of condition ond caro of works of art, 
and reporting of cny changes . 

9. 	 Storage of works of art in anti aircraft aholters. 
(This was tokel\ over by HOFER in Febr~y 1944·) , 

10 . occasional attendance at auctions f or tba purpose of 
noting prices and bidd!ng to a. limit set by GOERING . 

a, 	 AUtumn 1942 to Sprin 1945 · In addition to duties listed, 
above , ' 

, 1. GOERING's personal and confidential secretary. 

2. 	 Reading of daily correspondence nnd presentation of 
personal matters. 

3• 	 AJl819ering private correspondence a.ccording to in
structions. 

4· 	 Financial; reception of bills , and paying tllereot 
according to instructions , administratioc c:4 bank 
accounts . 

Note 1 In February 1944 GOERING oaaigne4 the adJIU.nia
tration of tbe colleotion to HO!'KR· J'1;'aulein I.lle.BBlER 
retaU1e~ control anly of tinanciai IDflttera . 
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has mode nn excollont impression on bor interrogators. Though reserved 
a t first she answered all questions without oositation and as she becam 
mora familiar with the purpose of the investigation she volunteered 
important informo.tion . Her story has been consistent throughout. She 
has never changed it and. ~r statements have frequ"'ntly been confi.rm:ld 
by documentary ~vidence or the testimony of other uitnosses. 

·rt is ch:ar tho.t s he had no personal r esponsibility v<hatover in 
the formation of tho GOERING Collection . Hor role was limited t o tho 
performonce of hor duties as GOERING's sa crotar y end as such uas purely 
administrative . Tho ovidonce shows that on the r :-..1\J occasions whon she 
did exorcise her influence it t ended to be for tho good . It was be
causa of her intervention thot GOERING did not accept t he loot fran 
Monte Oass ino as had beon intended by HOFER, and it was sho who finally 
persuaded GOERING t u rooJre a complete listing of tht) objocts taken from 
tho Einsntzst3b Rosenberg. 

Fraulein LIMBERGER h :::.s nL. vor given tho improasion of being a 
Nazi . She is loyal to hur f ormer chiof but this fu o ling is inspired 
by a normal gratitude for his kindness to hor nod also to some extent 
by the strong personal influence which GOERING unquostion~bly exercised 
upon those who worked in close contact with him. Although she has 
no~r spontaneously attacked'him, she noes not ~sit~~ to recognize 
his foul ts . However , when she does this it is as the logical rosult 
of tho evidence against h~, not because it nou appuars the politiccl 
thing to do . 

V. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION 

Fraulein LIM3ERGER has mn.de a very rec.l contribution t o the solu
tion of many of the problems presented by this investiga tion. :-Iowever , 
thu information which is supplied about tho GOERING Collection is only 
a minor p'.U't of what she knows . about t he Re ich8lll£U'schall • s otbar acti
vities. She is without doubt one of tho most important sources which 
.can be drnwn upon in buildi,ng up a case against him. · It is the recan
mandation of this unit thot she bo hold as a voluntary witness pend.ing 
the trial of GOERING. 

T . n. Jr . 


