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m1BJWlN voss 	 t 

. 
• 

Note: 	 VO~S v~s interrog~ted at a special investigation center in 
J ustric. tiuriug the period 15 .Augue't - 15 September 1945. Thia 
l' l·p ~rr. t~Li)uJ ~- b~ regarded as preliminary to t he forthcoming 
C: on~:~")~ -1..ated :Cnterrot;;ation Report No . 4, 11LINZ1 lnTLER1S 

;.·;u~~G•.• .U:"t 1l::ORAXY, 11 which is based i n part on VOSS 1 statement&. 

L~y e~~p!cmuntary information on VOSS will be included therein. 


I. PERSONAL 

J. . :Birth, Education and Earl y Careex: 

Hermann VOSS wa s born on 30 July 1884, at Luneburg (Hanover). He 

attended achoo1 at Luneburg aQd Strals~d. St~died the ~istory of art 

under Thode at Heidelberg University, and under W~lfflin a t :Berlin 

University. Doctor of Pl.ilosop~ .i n 19'06 at Heidelberg, summa cum 

laude, wit~ dissertat ion~ Ursprung dee Donaustils, publiphed at 

Leipzig in 1907~ 

Travel ed in I tal y, 1907, also Pari~ and the Netherlands . Took up 

detailed study of I talian pai nting, partioulnrl y 1n i ts l ater phases. 

1908, volUnteer worker at the !erlin ~aeums, first in the D~rtment 

of Sculpture, later in t he Print Room, ' in Decor a tive J.~te, and finelly 

in t he -Pa i nt ing ~alle~yJ Close contact during this ti~e with Dr. 
\ 

~Uhelm ~on BODJD, arid l ater with Dr. Mc\r J . FRIEDT·A'ZNDl!lR. In 19~1 

1912, aaaia~B;nt at t ho Xunet~s~orischee Inetitut, Florence, publie:q.ing 

several articles on the Florentine And Roman Renaiesance. I n 1913, be­

came h~ of the Print Depar tment, Leipzig. 

During the war •erved in political intelligence, ehartng an offic~ 

wtth ~· a. v~~IHZR. Returned to Leipzig. after tho wex-... . 

· · lf&rried Marianna· :BOSI ~ 1919~- ·. 'Plier'a are no c'h1ldrei1~ 

l'. l$2 	to l~J~ 



1935. Made fre<!_uent' tripe to Paris, 1933 - l 94o, to vtalt ~b1t1ont, 

acholare and dealera. 

' 
command" at the Kaiser Friedrich Mueoum, with the title ~t,os und Pro­

feasor bei den Stantlichs~ ~J~. Published two book& which achieved 
' 


an international reputaticn: &i~_l·fe.lerei der SJ?eII treMiseance in Rom 

uni Florez:z (2 vclo .) , 1920, A.nd D!o Uo.lero'\. defl Bnrock in Rom, i925. 

Trl!.veled widely ·i n theso yanra, rnd orgP~ized several exhibitiona 

f or Berlin. Lecture tours included one to tho United Stntee , where he 

visited the museums and private collect ions of New York, Philadelphia, 

Washington, Boston , Cambridge, Princeton, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Chicago 

e.nd l-11lwaukee . 

~ VOSS soon ha.d difficult i es with tho Naz i Pr.rty bocnus e of 11 cosmo­

politan and deoocratic tendencies , nnd friendship with mRnY Jewish 

colleagues." Lnte in 1933, he lost the director ~shi:t' of tho K81sor 

Friedrich 1-iueeun, Berlin, whe.:. KO~TSCEAU wns promoted to this position 

over hi6 head, RS successor ~o Dr. FRIEDLAEtiDER, recontly ousted on 

racial groun~s . This action wao t~ken by von OPl'EN, Referent in the 

Ministry of Education• . VOSS then l:lskcd. for a loave of absence of 

several months' du.ration; which was granted. Duril'!8 this time he t ried 

unsucceesful1y to find a position in England. 

In 1935 he was made Director of the small local museum at Wieebaden. 

Th~s wl!.s widely r egarded in ar t circles Rs a politicnlly inspired demo­

tion, rnd in no sense a reflection upon ilia competence as a soholt\r or 
\ 

museum director. During eight years 1 •tonuro at Wieabaden , he built -qp 

a collect ion of GermA.n 19th Century PRinting which became known f or its
• 

c~mpletenees and q~lity. .. 
. 

Gave a course of lectures at the Oourtauld Instituto, London, in 



. , 
musoum, as Dr. POSSJI'e successor• . YOSS retained, though without salary,

.· . 
hie position as Director of th~ Wieebaden Museum, leaving hie assistant,.. 
lrRuloin Juliana HAJU4S, as hi~ representative there. The salary at 

Dresden was only slightly higher than that which VOSS had received at 

l'liesbaden. About 6oo reichsme.rks monthly rema.inod after taxes were de­

ducted. As Director of the Linz Museum, VOSS received the eddit1onal 

salary of 1000 reichsmarks monthly, t~ exempt , as previouoly received 

by POSSE. 

. . 
II. POLITICAL ATTITUDE BEFORE 1943 

• 

VOSS represents himself as a person of strong anti-Nazi sympathies 

who accepted the Linz position only with the idea of saving the pictures 

and handing them over, intact e~d inventorized, to the Allies, who he 

felt certain would win the we~. 

voss• case therefore rests on his demonstrating, first, his anti­

Nazi ideals up to ~~rch 1943, when he accepted the Linz position; . and 

second, an unchanged attitude thereafter, together with actions suitable 

· to such 'an attitud~ . 

TAe~~ . seeme n~ roason. to .doubt ~086 1 status prior to March'l943 • 

. . Hie ?-"emoval fro~ an i!I;IP~rtant :Be~lin poet ·in ·1935 ·was generally regara~4 

as pqlitically inspired; he bad already ·established a aecure reputation. .. .. ... . . 
as a scholar and museum curator, but his anti-Nazi opintone were well. . . . \ 

knowq. Among those who have t eetifiod•to this offect, under specific.. 
·" 

interrogation,· are LOHSI and :BOROEERS (both of t he Eineatzstab Rosenberg 

. staff), and t~e ~ealere Wolfgang ~ITT, Hildebrandt GUBLITT, and 

!ARI~STOoK ( chi~f dealer to POSSI and, an ene~ of long standinc to '!~SS) • 

.. No interrogator of VOSS will f~il to lor.rn, ~t the vory outeet, ~ . 
the.t h• wrote a fov.r-vQJ"ee poe~ in ~~et/Seotember .19'40~· 1n Parte,.. ... . -
deploring the German conqueet of that a1ty. (The ;poem 11 .repro~d ll• 



ahowed this poem to many friende on hie return t9 Germany, including 

JrRuloin ~SBIBGER of Wi9~bad~n; and that h~ also ehowod it, two yoare 

later, to hie friend Prcias30r Robort9 LONGEI, during ~ Jine Arts 

Oongreae in Venice. 

III. LINZ AFFAIRS BEFORE M&RCH 1943 

A. Genor~l 

Before he arrived 1n Dresden to take ovor the dual directorship of 

Dresden-Linz, VOSS states, he \'18.S ontiruly ignorant of how the Linz 

projoct had beon managed, except for routine instructions given him by 
' 

BORMANN just ~ter the meeting with HITLER some two weeks boforo. 

B. OERTEL and GOEP:EL 

VOSS admits, however, that OERrEL, whom he had known in Florence, 

told him a little about the Linz l~seum in 194o at two chance moetin&s 

in l3erl1n on his way to and from HITLER's headquarters. At the time, 

OEBTEL was already POSSE's assistant, ~nd enthusiastic about the new 
' 

collection which, he said, would rival those of Cologne and Frankfurt. 

VOS~ was undor the impression ths.t he exaggerated tho importance of this 

wor}t• lmt it is clear that VOSS know from this time that POSSlll was 

Director of Linz as well a.s _D~esden, end that Linz was to un~orgo rapid 

expansion. VOSS insists that no mention wae made of any confiscated 
I 

worlcs having come into the Linz collection. · 

GOlllPl!IL, POSSlll' e chief agent in Holland, was with .O:ma'mt at these 

meetings. aa they wore staying at tho same hotel. VOSS had the imprea~ion 

that they wore intimate friends, an impr~aaion later confirmed by hie 

exppr1ence. It vas clMr that GOJCPJlL, like OERrli:L, bad to do with LinB, 

but VOSS did not learn at tho time in what capacity. VOSS atatea that 

he ~d not hoard previo~l,y of GO»>L 1a aoUvttiea in Bolland. 



0. Eins~tzetab Rosenberg 

, Ooncernin& the Einsatzstab Rosenberg, VOSS repeatedly denied ever 

having heard of it before I<iarch 1943. In l fl. ter 1ntorro"Atione, however, 

he ndmitto~ hnving a general idea of the work of this organization, but 

could not be more specific. LOHSE beliovee that the Jinantzstab Roaen­

berg wna known to a ll cusoum directors in Gor~ny. 

LOHSE, BOROHlllRS ru1d SOHIF.DLAUSA.'Y all state that VOSS nover came to 

tho ~ou de Pauma , e.nd the point needs no laboring. POSSE , however, nleo 

stayed away from the Jou de Pauma~ but be made no objection whon 53 items 
~ 

were turned over t p Linz from this l aboratory of confiscation; indeed, he 

complained to SCHOLZ t~t three items were missing . (Soo Coneolidatei 

Interrogat ion Report N9. 1 , Attachments 12 and 13.) How much VOSS ~ew 

of tho activities of tho Einsatzst~b ne they rolntod t~ Linz boforo he 

consented to accept the responsitlllty for Linz, baR not been definitely 

established. 

/I 

D. ~ripe to Paris 

VOS.S1 only trips to Paris after tho be[~innill{; of the Wfl.r were ·in 

~ucuat and September of 194o, on both occasions to g~ve opinions on 

paintings. The first trip, in August , was by nutomobile from Saarbruckep 
! 

with ~ courier, nnd lasted two or three days. VOSS inepoctod a 11 Rapha.elJ' 

Portrait in the vnult of a eme.;l.l bNlk, a.nd fl. 11 Titianu Portrfl.it of Two Men 
I

in the Credit Lyonnaie, Boulevard dee ltP~iene. Beitber of these paint-. 

1nga was of any i~ortance, be states. He wae sent on authority o~ the 

llmbasfSY, and wae put up at the Quai ? 1n,t'se.y, but aaw only fl. minor func­

tiona+.r in the proceee of preeenting hie credentials. VOSS did not know 

who owned the picturea, and could only gueae that the lmb'aeey vaa 1nter­

oeted 1n them. The 11 Bl!lall bank" was north of the lloulovud c\ee Ital1ena,. . 
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kommando, and VOSS also states that he had nev~r heard of it. 


The aecond A.nd last t'!·.;.~ i.~ P!\rie, in Sept4unber (or October) of 

194o, was also short. VOSS traveled by train from Wiesbaden, Hie 

mieaion was to inspect a. 11 Veroneae11 M,rtholoc;ical Scene for J)r. BllPl, ot 
' 

the Ddesvldorf ,Mueeum. The picture waa a poor copy, and he advised 
I 

BUP.P not to buy it. The owner lived off Boulevard Raspa.il, ~par the 

Luxembourg, and VOSS recalls that he had strongly Fascist opinions and 

that he limped. During this ~iei t VOSS saw Jacques DUPONT, X-ray tech­

·nician of the Louvre., and conversed with him about entirely technical 

matters. .· 
.. 

.. 
I.V1 THE DRESDEN-LINZ .APPOINTMENT 

VOSS' statement of the sequence of events, from the first tele­
\' 

phone. call by'GOEBBELS1 office to hie final acceptance, is appended 

as Attachment 2. 

VOSS insisted that t he offer como to him entirely a.e a surpriqe 
I . ' 

in February/March 1943. At WioHha.:len , he states, ho wns out of touch 

wi~h art circles, ~d partietuurly anythi~ connected with Party 

deoieiona. 
.. ,. 

I ' 

When he met HI~ at Raetanberg , the off~cer .assigned to him as 
I • 

A.djutant for the day said that he knew Frau POSSJ and that she hA.d 
.. ~ • t • f • 

told him it was P06SI 1 e last wish that VOSS be appointed, in recogn1­. . . . . 

tion ' ot hie A.ccomplishments aa schola r and muaoum direoto~, and ~a 
•. . ,. . . 

special knowledge of GerliiA.n and Itf\lia.n pa1nt1~. VOSS staj;ed, that he 


d~d not inquire further, ~d thnt the ~lanation vas satiefactory tq
. . 
h1m, Hildebrandt GUiLI'l"l! and Dill'l'RIOH atftto thA.t thq also hea~d i" . . .. . . . . . . . ­. . ' 
PQSSI bad made th1a reoo~dat1orv HA'BD8TOOK. ~ever • .atatea ~ba' 

f I .' • : . " ,. • I I • • I o • 
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One must bear in mind that VOSS had not seen POSSJI dnc;e 1935, had 

not corresponded with him, and bad never been a particular friend of hie. 

He attended POSSI' s funeral in Decemb~ 1942 only because all musewn 

directors were ordered to dQ eo. JUrther~re, he incurred the enmity of 

BAURS'OOOlt by makiD8 it lalown that he diBe.pproved of hie methode and ac­

tiona, which he termed incorrect. GA31RSTOQJ, to whom POSSI owed hie 

position, always had a etrc~ influence over ~OSSE. VOSS e~atee, however, 

that relatione between liA:BERS~OOJt and HITI.J;R bsd become strained, accord.­

ing to 'l(hat :SO~ ·told him in March. 

The actual appointment of VOSS datod from m1d-~6rch. On. the 18th! 

the Neuee Wiener Tageblatt ran a notice; and on the 22nd LAMMZRS, chie~ 

of the ~ei<?hekanzl.e1, ordered the occupation author!t iee of Norway, the 

Netherlands, .Ueace, Lorraine and Luxembourg, B.nd t he appropriate. . 

authorities in Greater Germany; to communicate with Dr. VOSS, ae Dr. 

POSSE's successor, anything on which he might wish to oxercie e the . 

Flihrer 1e right to disposition ~f works of art. (Soe Consolidated Int er­

rogation Report No. 4, 11 LINZ: HITLER'S MUSEUM AND LI:B~, u 4\ttachmenta 

No. 9 and ~o. 9a.) 

Reaction to the appointment of VOSS appears to have ~eon one of wide­

spread surprise. li0Fli1R, LOliSlD, lCa.Jotan MUJnHLMA.NN (chief oonfi~oator 1~ 

Vienna, Poland and Holland) and RARiilRSTOOK 1'1.11 testify to this effeot. 
. . 

They agree that VOSS was competent, but they all foel it ~aa strange t~t 

a man well known for hie antirNazi sympathies should suddenly be pulled 

out of virtual retirement and placed in ·euoh an exalted position. !00~ 

(Mun~ch), . ~(Cologne). .1Woll4S$ (Vienna) and GlliMSO~TZ (Vienna) v~re 

all rpok~ Of as· I'OSU I 8 8UCCeBIOr. and :Baldur von 80RIBI.OR put on a 

private oampa~ in favor of ADBIAJI, whom he hAd elevated to 'GiiKSOElT~' 
' 

poeition ~n VieQDA &f~er a q~rel · w~th ·the latter over The Nan with a 

1'a1l & t. ~Y nVel'lJleer. n .\ 

. ., 
, . 

laJ•'an ll"liBPQD explain• the appoiAtment in the tollow1Dc vq, 1:. • 

110111U1. fi.l.~e tnti~nt~ uppn the ~er. ~ ~~~~ a.• JOID'~ 
• , ~ : • ' ' ' • • 0 .. • 0 .. ' 

IUOCtltor lteaauee of the vlll.J. JauMi .-s.tr 'b~~ '"'ad IAIDeiOGI, 

http:80RIBI.OR
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·~.'" 
whoee competition he vas anxious to eliminate. There waa no special 

relation between the two, except t~.t VOSS had mr.de expertiaee of Italian 

pictures for HOJ'Fi·lalm. 

Interrogated on these statements, VOSS t estifies tbr.t he never saw 

HOFFMANN before becoming Dire~tor of Dreedan-Linz , and that he had never 

made expertieee for hi m, H~ considers that HOFFMANN was against hi m from 

the beg1nn1ng, ~nd this suspicion ~e bor ne . out by HOFFMANN's actions in 

the SCHLOSS nffnir. VOSS lw.d some correspondence with the dealer Mnria 

DIETBIOH, however, in connection with uxpertieing some early Ital~an 

pi ctures for her. On one occns~on i n Muni ch, in 1942 , she .t:Old V.OSS tbet 

HOFF11ANN hnd spokon warmly of his publio!' tions nod WP B NlXiO:us •to· meet him. 

During i nterrogRtion soveral months AgO i n Spain, Aloia ~fiEDL 

expl~.ined VOSS ' n!l!>ointme:n.t along tho same lines as did Xe..Jote.n l4UEHLM.Um, 

adding t~t HOFFl-iANN boe.sted of hie part in it . 

HOFFMANN hi mself , interrogntod directly on this question, deni es 

having used nny i nfl uence 1n behr.lf of VOSS. ( SEio D~tailed I nterrogat1on 

Report No . l , 11 HEHiRICH HOFF~tANN. 11 ) 

V. VOSS AN:Q Tlm LINZ MUSEUM 

' . 
J.. General !'' 

VOSS states .tbat hie primary concern was to eave t he Dresden end 

Linz paint~ngs from destructio~ , and to keep them out of the hands of 

irresponeibles. ~en he l'~mrned e.fter taki ng offioo that some of the 

Linz ~aint~nge were confiscate~ mater1nl, he considered that to have bee~ ·. 

POSSi ' e affair. Redetermined, however , to do what he could ~o keep ~~~r 

con!hcated.. wo!'ke from being added to the Linz eolloctiona. In thi.e . 

deeirp he wu opposed to ctmTIL, who bnd wArm Party eympathiea, and he 
I • • .. 

had tQ brint; DIMBm around to his view. RlllMIR, t he eon of 6 Juriet &nd 

Reforont under POQSI since 1941, toQk . t~o l\tt1t~4e ,,.ha, .how.,_ '\mf'or­. ' 

tUMh l~ m~ht be, oonf1toa~1<t~. ~·· .~r~e~. Q'\1' ~- G.,.... laW, N14 
..... '• • • • <( • 

' 
' I 
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~-
'Onder f'u.rther· interrogation, however\ VOSS cleolaret nearly dmilu 

viows. Ro atntoe that tho confiaceted picturea were sure to go acme­

where, and what difference did it makef 7or ex~le, he once accepted 

several confiecated pictures at Wiesbe.den. Though the MU.eum in everT 

instance paid for thom, VOSS is by no mee.ne certain that the owner 

r~ceived the money, exc~pt in the case of a Easenolever genre, for whi~ 

he nrre.ngod to have the owner, A. :Borlin la~, paid 600 reichslllfl"ka. 

VOSS alwaTS considered the Dresden position of fnr greater conse­

quence than Linz, although, of course, hie pUrchasing activities for 

Dresden were Almost nil oom:pll.:~ ed · to tlie volume of ~aloe to Linz. Linz 
. 

was never i ntended to rival Dreeaen , ho. states, and the job of safe­

guarding Dresden 's pictures he.~ first clnim with him. 


B. Repositories . . .. 
VOSS claims credit for saving the Linz pictures, although he givee 

REIHER, his Referent, full honors for execution of the plan. BITLER 

had directed that the pictures were to be kept in the air raid shelters 
' II - ' 

beneath the J'Uhrerbau in Munich, but VOSS persuaded Rnns m:GlilR, archi­
.... . 

nteet in charge of the :&'Uhrerbau, that t he air shc.fts doscen~ing to the 

shelters were a source of potentiAl de.ngor end that another solution was . . . ' . . 
indispensable. The salt mine at Alt Auasoe was determined upon as the 

main Linz depository after competm.t experts had inspected 1~, and 

RIDIMZR was placed in charge. VOSS visited Alt ' Auosee only once, for. . . . ­
about two hours. Re was responsible fo r the appointment of KArl Stmala, 

of B,rlin, of whom he had hold a high ~inion for aoce time, aa restorer­
• ! 

ouet9dian at Alt Auesee. VOSS aelectod Schloas Yee•enatein, 19 kilometpre.. 
outa1de of Dreaden, as t~e an1n repositor;y, anC\ put SOSUBIA! . ln charge ~f 

. • !. • . . . 

it. . . 
)t l ~ . 

' I • • "• • • .- ... 
0. Control ot Lin! .Yfairt 

1'011· ~alae•. atro~~gl7 hit'·lack ~ t&l1t11t k )I'AOUCial atta1ra, 

•• 

t .. 

U,alt4 p•U.r oa ••• who•• a'bU.S.tT al.OAI --~~-~,_•.~--M 

oMI'aot•t•t.a~~ · hl..eu a• .Qt u anttt1,o , ...,,...-. 



··~ , • I. . . . . ' 
rejMrkable. Many times under interrogation he· sa~d ~~at REIMER would . ' . 

know answers which he co~ not give. 

.· ' " 
VOSS states that he was offic~ally 1n full control of Linz, with 

certain exceptions. ~ing i944, Spring and Fall, he wae confined to 

a sanitarium for a total of three ·months, leaving REIMER in charge. 
II .

Secondly, ·many paintings were sold direct to the FUhrer for Linz, 

notabiy·by DIETRICH and perhaps by HOFFIW:N. Thirdly, money ran shor~ 

towards the end of 1944, and VOSS was directed to submit all ptirchases 

Itover 30,000 reichsmarks for the FUhrer's approval, and to make only 

outstanding acquisit i ons. This limit was l~ter lowered to about 10,000 

reichsmarks, with the effect that the Ffuu.er pe.s.sed on all purchases, 

since nothing important could be acquired for anything like ·that amo~t. 

VOSS cites two instances of HITLER's turning down his re~ommendatione 

foD purChase: a Walamaller at 100,000 reichsmArks, and a Boecklin, 

Nude Figures at a l'ounto.in, at twice thll.t lUllount. Both U lilos HITLER 

said the pictures were too expensive. 

In more prosperous times, however, much of VOSS ' ene~~Y was 

absorbed in making purchnses for Linz. Unlike POSSE, who traveled con­

siderably in Germany, VOSS centralized all purchases in Dresden, eo that 
. ' 

he c~uld devote the nccees~y time to safeguarding works of art. In a 

sworn statement he estimates that he bought betwe~n ~000 and 4ooo 

probably p~chAsed more. pictur~s thM POSSE because of the large quantity· 
.. ' 

of 19th Century German works which he acquired. The cost he estimates at 

100 ml.llion to 300 million reichsmarke, p~obably about 150 million. The 
. ' . i ..• • 

cosi 'greally' exceeded the amount spent by POSSE because values had multi­
·. 

pli~d. sometimes as m~ as ten times. ~he number of pictures acquire~ 

by VOSS in lesa than two years soems to have surpassed POSSB 1a activitr 
J. 

of four years. 

Until lat•· in. i9~. vpsS. did not bAte ~o ge\ perm!aaion£rbm ~ 

C.ctr von WIICII.) ~o ,mek, .plU'~••fl•· a.:a ·~. Mrec;tDr of ~· ~~~ -:· 

.. • ;., : • ~ r. U. bl'al'7. alwaTt~ :bad to do • . 

- 10_ ... 

http:l'ounto.in


t ho doaler ROC~ITZ, f~om who~ 

certifi~te 1n order to keep 

Like- ' 

cer~ifi~te to facilitate travel to 

The certificate vae eisne4 ~T 
# ~ • 

!here ve.l lleYV arJ3 queeti~ ~f ~Xt"-' 1 1 
7 . • 

aD4, notliUc ,., &Ofl~7t4 aa a r.­ of •~• 
'{ , 

, I ·'· 

VOSS learned of acquisitions wa~e directlT by HITLER fr~m Frau 
II .

D!ETRIOH only when he went to tho JUhre~bau for p eriodic ina~ectione. 

VOSS stf\ted thf\t he was pr esent on: at least- one· .occae'ion when DIETRIO* 

received payment for pictures sold in this manner . ·He considers 

Dilll!rRIOH to hf\ve. inferior knowledge 9f pa.inting.EJ I but be was powerleJJ~ 1 

IIhe .states, to prevent direct sales by .her to the FUhr~r. 

Immediately upon ~ssuming office, VOSS cut s~rt HABmRSTOOK'e ealee 

to the Flihrermuseum, because of his low opinion of the latter. After 

April 1943 only four paintings wore ~cquired from RLBERS1~0K, and these 

had al~eady been contracted for by POSSE. Boucher's Mlle. Murphy 

Reclini¥ .~as the most important of tl:.~se pictures. 

VOSS left Germany on only two occasi ons after April . 1943t once for 

two diys to Amsterda.n to i nspect P. II:Vermoer of Delft, 11 which he did not 

buy because he considered the pictvre to be a forge~y ; ~nd once i n 19~3 

when he traveled in Switzerl~nd for about two weeks, but made no pur­

chases because von HUMMEL , w•-:.o had arranged the trip, cOuld not obtaill 
' 

Swiss exchange. On t he Swiss trip, VOSS visited the REINHARDT Collection 

in Winterthur, the FISCHER Gnllery in Lucerne, the NEUPERr Gallery i~ 

Zurich , ·and many museums ~d exhibitions , including Basel. 

Purchases f ·or Linz outside Ge11many were made by VOSS ' specially 

appo~nted agents, t o most of whom he gave a tra\ el certtfi~~e. Hild~ 

brandt ·GUBLITT, GOEPlDL, and HllBBST (of the Dorotheum, vienna) were th~ 

mot:~t important . 

VOSQ did not hesitate to use hie power to give out Linz travel 

certif~~tee a s pereo~ favors. Thus, 

he bought almost nbthtng fQr lt1nz 1 ·got a 

hi~ out of the udcyo- {~oth ROOBLITZ an4 VO~S admit t his point). 

• I 

. 

wise , Wolfgang GUBLITT obtained a 

). t I 

DIJCD, bu~ V0$8 kn., about ~t, 
• . ' 

aoqu1rizte ~ for liinl ~ . 
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tr1~ . Both ~UBLITT and VOSS testify to this effect; 

.. 
D. • Rela~ione w~th NAzi ~fficiale 

' On the occasion of voss• me~ti.ng with EITLER, he saw ~ on the . ~ 

train for a fow momenta. The forthcocing mooting wne the only sUbject 

of conversation. After t ho interview, EO~ told ~OSS ~bout the 

b~~~zation o~ tho Sondarauftrng L~ns, especially about r~t·~~ with 
I 

' 
' the Reichelalnzloi and. how the finanoes wore ~ed. Nothil'l€ was· said 

of confieoated ·mat~rial . · 

VOSS divided hie relRtiona with Nazi officials into three periods. 
I ' ' -. 

In the first, he made an official visit to WUI®BS Md to Dr~ ,KILLY, hie 

eubordimte; He l!IE\de en official :;.nspection of the :rfuu.erbe.u and cRJ.led 

on von BUMlGtL-. · ·Then he vieited t he Linz. d;epoeitorios P.t Eohenfurth and 

Krem6muenater, including ~ offici e.l call on Gauleiter EIGRUBZR; whom he 

never saw again. Ho Rleo visited Nouechwanat ein/Hohenachwangau, in tho 

corappy of von litJ)().m, and ' :OUCHNER. ··He states t~-t his own reason for 

'makipg thie 'vieit was t o discover whether Linz paint i ngs co~d be eto~ed 

. . . .
1 • •at leuecawanetein. . . . 

In the second period, following on voss• broak with BlBIRSTO~. the 

latt~r . denobilctrd. him• ae an. A,nti"llazi'. Re l earned. from GOliiPliL .t .bat the 

. ,:creaier MUD~ wa'B &o-eeiping in Pe.Tie· t~~ VOSS M.d s.aid after the otfgiM.l 

. meet~ng with RIDR, "He ' is . even .wore~ ~han I _expected." ·. VOSS testifies 

that this we hie opinion, but that he never stated it eo ·.be.ldly to ·any­. . 

one. Ae a result of these ~d other rumors, voss• relatione steadily 
.:''· . \,: .. .. j ~ .. ~= . ~ .. . . . 

deteriorated. In Munich, he generally conferred only vith BIGIR. He 
• ... \.1"' ·- f • : ... • •• :f .: ...;.-...... 

. ~ .' . . . .. . ... 
saw RI!nilm only three or four UJiles, NUl ~n no more than that. Vo• 

1 


0 


. •: I • ~ '." "{_.. ! I - • ~: • • • • 

~bad to be cone~ted· oon~ern1~ trnneportation an~: iecuri~y of 
0 0 

... • • : ~ ': j' o 0 ° , f ......... I .. ,, ' ~ I ,., ,. , .. 


v~~ o~ art, but moat of th1e va• clone by DXND, 
0 

~ • - ' • l ·~ • ' ,..,t\ .. "''' :. , "!.- ; I .._ ._!I; • .1 

http:me~ti.ng


acquired for Linz were far belov ste.n'd.vd; but lro'OHDIIl, who was conaulted 

by HITLER, awroved tlie 8·alections Mde by OO:mPm, for voss. J'rom thh 

time, VOSS had·precttcally no relatione with any of the high Nazi 

'•author1tfe8. 

E. Rel ations with tho ~ins~t~st~b ~oaonberg 

~ VOSS statos tbat ni~ visit to Neuechwanstein/Hohenechw~au, mado 

in 194 3 in the company of von HUMi.fii11 and nUCEN:Bm, ·11 seems to have been 

in relation to :i30Rl-1ANN 18 ord'Jr. 11 (Tl}e order of 21 April 1943 directed 

that th~pai~tinge belonginb to the E . ~.R. were to be transferred to · 

VOSS for further handling. Soe Consol idated Interrogation Report No. 4,. . 
11LINZ: HI~1 S M."USEtJM AliD LI:BI\hRY, 11 Attachment 10.) 

.· ·.... During the visit, VOSS met SCHOLZ and SCH!EDLAUSXY. He saw the 

Ghent Altar and ~ny paintings from France. The only discuss ion in 

wM.,ch he to~k pa:'."t •. :·oss st!'.tes , 90ncerned. the ?oesibility of .the safety 

of Ne~echwa.nstein from air attack. 

A fow week~ later, VOSS mot SCHOL3 on the etreot in ~arlin, and i n 

th~ ·ensuing brief conversati on SCHOLZ made it plain that he ~elieved · 

VOSS had initiated :OORM!t.NN 1 a order, VOSS ,dan1ed then And thereafter t hat 

this statement ·was true. ~e told SCHOLZ that ho wiehod. the E.R.a. pa~nt­

i ngs to remain under the same direction. The E.a.n. staff continued ~.o 

1work ih~ope~dantly. VOSS nevor a ccepted SC~OLZ i nvitation to v1e1t the 

E.a.R, office, nor did ho ever visit r~SENBEBG . 

J' • !!2!:!!! 

After t~e decline of RA'B111RSTOCK 1 8 1nfluenc.e in Linz affaire , Walter. . . 

An.~eae HOFER.. who ~d had. Q.O r~ations with PQ~SI and. none .with. VOSS,. ' . . . . .... .. .. . .,. . 
. ~cjopt ~. conne~tion w.itl'.l .tvo..ol' th~ee. expert~~.ee 1n1the ~1'~1' fo~t~e.•. 

an~ tvo :or thre~ via~ta. by VOSS to. hia . galler.v~ b~an to 1pgra~1~te 
• • t. ' ., , • _, • • .. • 

bimeelf with VOSS. On 7 April. l94J h' note .to ~oagra~t-4p ~~ on 
• • ~ .. ~ • ... . 1 ... • • .. f • 

nf.W ~ppo1nt.JD8Jlt. Boo~ ~te~ar~ 10~ bM~.-~o otlv_ PlC?t~e~ ~~l' ~al~ 
'. . """ .. . ... - . , . 

to %.w, ~t voa .retu.•A tb• o~ ~~ croa4•~ 

-,, .. 

_/ 

~~ 

http:expert~~.ee
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· v v · . 
t . On· 16 pecember. l943. VOSS bad written HOFD to thank him in advance 

for his proffered gi f t. ' On thi~ occasion, VOSS· expressed hie relief t o 

lbarn that HOFER bad come through a reoent air r aid on Berlin, and added ­

that it was a r ema.rka.bl:e play of fat e that three art d~lers whose nalllee 

began wlth 11 H11 (RABERSTOOX, HI NlUOHSEN, HOFER) should almost alono ha.vo 

escaped with onl y sl i ght damage . VOSS contin~ed t hat one could add t p 

11 H1·thee £~ three g :r yet a fourth, "rh os .,. io.~ntity he l eft up to MOJ'ER1 s 

qll:l. c.\.r'llr.i.t.J.:.2d.nessA See Attachment 3. 

Inter rogation of VOSS on t his ali uai on a t f irst pr oduced a plea of 

complete i gnorance of what he had meant t o i mpl y. Ho vigorously denied 

t hat HITLER wa s i nt ended, but later atnted the.t he must have meant 

~ ( GOERlNG) . When f a ced wi ~h the conf lict between such an allusion 

and his ~rofessedly unbroken anti-~az i beliefs , VOSS off er ed ·no explan&. 

tion other t h!\n t o say tho l ottor had no i mpor t ance . 

On 3 August 1944, HOFER wrot e VOSS (a week l a t e) to congr a tulate him 

on his sixtieth birthday. I n Januar y 1945 VOSS bought one pa inting f Dom 

HOF-ER for Linz , a l.fa.kart Triumph Sceno, fo r ~5.000 r ei cheme.r ks, af t er an 

extended correspondence concerning the ' pr i ce. Thi s was HOFER' s onl y 

sal e t o-L1nz . 

HOF:Ea 6tates t hat VOSS had no r elatione wi th GOERING, and that he 

never vi site1 Oarinhall. 

J.. Dr esden 

PUl·~ses f or the Dresden gallery were very few in t hese years, apd 
. I •.... 

consisted mostly of wor~s by 19th Oontury Gorman painters, eom~ from 
': ,. 

Dresden itself. Those wore bought from German dealers. On the occasion., ... . 
of. his trip to SWitzerland in 1943, however, VOSS effected~ ~change

• ' • .. r. • .. 

vitp the 110~ Gallery in Zurich, by which Dresden received an Oras1o. . .. .~ 

iorgiamU., Death of St I John the Jvasgelht. ill exchange tor . two ewua . 
I • I . .. , • . . • !-. 

19th Ocntury landeCApea, one b7 Ste!fM" ~he otheJr b7 Saadrauter• 

. . .. l.~ :~ . 



....Purdbaaee fro~ German dealer~ includ6dl 
. 

Dieterici ' · 2 small portrait9 llll<m sale I Berlin 
Hantzech Genre LUZ 1 Berlin 

(Drvetlan 1630) 
Drebor 4 small pAintings P-z:ot. TOD:'.D, Dresden 

( Dresden 1850/ 
1870) 

Joe.. Vernet 	 Storm at Sea : 

rBought 13 Fe~. 1945, burned 

lat er in transport. Prico 

RM. 10;000) 


' Toermer · Rsrbor. of Gaeta Dresden 
(Dreaden 19 0.) 

B. Wieebaden 

(Notes Some of the pai~t:.;:\ga liE ~ ~.! 'bel c·.t: were l)ought in 
1939/191~3 . buli vary f ew 1.: thm:. . ' ¥0aS l.! r.s'li ea that hie 
appointment t o D:-esdeu.-1 ~.c~ gav o ! • . !·l Ll~~~ more opportunity · 
to buy for Wie obaden til':.l! 1!..'\d b~· •1 'jhe ~ac since the 
beginning of tho war.) 

.lmberli~ l?.:>:;:o t rhi t o'f ~L ()! ::1 G.\ lE.R!Ji: ST. tuCi.S, 
Vieu.na. 

Huebner (Ulrich) ~~2.. 1W5L I Dresden 
( contemportUoy 
German) . 

0 ~ 

Tuch (contem­ Land oc:e.pe 

porary German)· 


..Roguet ·. ·· 	 .§!£1 Life Gift of Dr: JCZBI, 
B~rl.in 

Schoedl (Vrenneae) ~nnds~po 'Sty.& 

. • • Sohoedl­ . '1 
bergor 

. 	 • •i, :·: .• . •: ­
~ . Toms. · . 'L~ds'eape · ZINCXGW, ' llmich 

. (Vie~ese, ~9 0.). .. . ... .• 

\ : . _: Schuch 	 Austrian i'erm BilmlOHSD, 
(~changed f or a small · .lU .lueaee 
. Still Life by Paepe) 

von ~eller Smnll picture 

(llmich) 


. , Steinbaueen . Portrait 2£ a Man prR.!!!!& Gift, Jerlill 

·• ' ( conteilpora17) Rti DaUjliter' 


0 .. 
: • M~ iecltpr (J'rtili'tf'urt) 2 W&teraolor w·•• 

I • • • · ;.

Tlcnue oa~ '1870 ·n._4 ·ot a 'Girl ' ' •' 

.·. ' ..~... .... .,..,. ' ~ ; 

•• 
; .. 

0 
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Hoffmann, :Bought from the 
L~wig von artist, Dresden 

:Beokert Chu.'l'.'ch I nterior :Bought from tho 
artist . nresden 

Ke:Lster, Simon Portra'.i 
(Qoblenz) 

Millet, J. F. FMgot Ga t he:r2£!: .um..s. Cologne 
(pastel) (later Dresden) 

Zuccarelli Lnn~scfl.pe ~miniature} :e8m.u. ·Munich 

Gaulli, G. :B. Study for a ·oeiling · :a:BIINID!Wm', Munich 
{Taken by the Russian 
Trophy Organization, 
June 19'ij5) 

Vas~Jallo l·{ythol Qg:lonl Su'bjE'ct DOROTmroM, Vienna 

:Sassano (Sc~ool) !',tf.'.gellt>.tion of Christ SCHATZXER, Vienna 

Gi·o~dano II " 

.VII~ THill SCHLOSS A"FFAIJi 

Sev~ral months after VOSS toc1:: office, some 250 pictures from the 

SCHLOSS Collection (French Jewish) \'Tare Required by purchAse fo~ Linz 

under questionable circumstances . During interrogp.tion, VOSS broUght 

up yhia subject of his own ac,!ord, with the idea of demonstrating 'that 

1f anything was wrong, he had acted in good faith and vas not reeponsi~le. 

The SCHLOSS affair is treated in detail in Consolidated Interroga~ion 
' •. 

'·RepQrt ll6 . 4, 11LINZ: HITLER1S MUSEUM AJ,ri)' LI:BB.AllY, 11 Chapter III , to whi~h 

·t~o ~y~temente are appended a~ attachments; one by LOBsm, outlining th' 
• '• 	 ' • t 

ba~ound of events , and the other by VOSS, desoriblng hie t~hare in the 

proqoedings. In thia report, . VOSS 1 activities are merely aummarized tor 
: : . . 	 ' I 

..convenience. 	 . 
•. 	 ~~ . 

. ' ' 

VOSS l~rned about the SOBLOSS l)icturea from .GOJIPI,, atter they had 

beeq bro-ught to Paria: 'but }R'10i to the D.e£Ot1.at1ona which were carrie' .... 
I 	 • 

out between the GerDWl Embassy in Paria and the.Vicb¥ gQVernMil,.. Be l 

. ,. ~~ ,that the .picturos .had beon tranaporte~ out. of the unocCQPie4 zone 
• l '" ,. . . { . 

11 b7 aome error.• but· inatrUGt'e4 GOa'S to co lh~ wi\l:l ·•be ~"~'*••• 
\ .' · ~ · ... ~~ --~ '· •- .·#'.; r 

oauUonbc h1m, howner ••o proa.M ritll "'••' talnw11 ~ Jruoe.• 
. ...z .-:.­

http:Lnn~scfl.pe


..:· ·. :.. .. ' 
The fact that the eale ~d been forced by the Vie~ government. poten­

tially under Ge~ pressure, was not enough to ate.y VOSS 1 hand. Re 

atatea· that 1n aQ" t:Aee 11 thinga .md gone· too fa.r for me to atop them.• 

Be llad an unoomtortable moment when told, dur~ 1~terrogat1on, that 

the circumstances were dubious enoUGh to make GOIBliG order LOHSI ·to 

stop all ~urohaae proceadinbe on his own account. Ro states that he 

had not known of GO~NG 1 s interest in the pioturee, but the truth of 

thia assertion ie very doubtful. 

VOSS ·agreed with ·GOEPJi!L thn.t it would be unfortunate if. the 

collection were to be widely dispersed, as it included a valuable group 

of signed works by Dutch pAintore of tu~ 17th Century. 

VOSS coneidered tho a.rra:u6amunt f ai>•, whereby tho Louvre would 

take first choice ·nnd ~inz would buy what it wanted of the remainder at 

prices set by experts appointed by t he brenoh Government, that ia, the 

Louvre officials and POSTMA. 

HlBZRSTOCK adds an unexpected footnote to this sordid history by 

producing a lettor from D~UOY, dated 24 August 19~. stating that 
;.. . .. . 

DJIQ.ltOY, owner of the WlLDliii&SUr' firm, vas negotiating the SOBLOSS 

aff~ir and that he was about to see one of the heira in Gr~oble. 

Another letter above that DZSTRIM, a clnso ~esooiate of DIQUOY'a, vas
' . . 

·alaq trying to acquire e.ll or part of tho co~loot~o~ f,o"! ~OX e:• 
late ae December 1942. Yor further detaile see Consolidated Interroga­

tion RePort ll~.' 4. 

One caD:. aste~ aaiUiie' from thh 1zrtormat1on that mLD learned 

about tb& SQBLOSS ·Oollecti"dn, ·"throuah ~ or POSD or both, loDe 

before th~> actual aale in 1943. and t~t hie reaentment at not acquir~ 

the beet picturea did not spring merely from heartag about tbe affair. 
after it waa all over. With the prior knowledge of the Ger~ thua.. .. . ·.• , ; ..·~ . ~ ... ..... .. . . . . i 1 ..~ 


• • t' • • 4 ' ' t..' .... 

'~ -.le ot thl• J'WJ.u ool.leo-. 
• •, .' ! •. ·~. . ). • . • .. ·. ·. / . ,) .. "" .. 

F.Oo•~• v.. eiDla•il 

eata1»11ahed. one can also a11ume that grOUD4a uilted for Geran 

• • ' ...· t t I:... ~ t • o o ~ • :' 

preaiVe 011 tbe VS.obT govGI'DJiellt .to foroe 
• ' •• . • 1..,' • : ' • • ' :

t'•· OoutA•t.Dc uu. ••• u wile ~~ 
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~· 

from the beginning in 1943, anyone reall~ interested could have eaei~ 

guessed that euoh German pressure was behind the Vic~ governoont 1 s act ion. 

voss• position in ~11 this intrigue is the unenviable one of a pr~ 

teas ed love~ o~ ~ranee who kept hia hende ol~ b~ leaving the dirt~ work 

t o othors Nld not asld.~ t oo cany questions. I o o 

.. 

J.tto.chmont 4 is VO~S 1 stl'.tooent of hie activities since MEcy 1945. 

He considered it his duty to :1 t E1.y with. tho Drosden paintilll;s until the 

arrival of tho occupat i on authcrit1dtl ('l fact, he did stay witP, the 

cache at Woosonstein ch:o.r t r-'6 t l!-') j.H fi-::-~J: ', l a st days of conflict, when 

the SS were cons ideri~; turn!n~ ~&osen~t~in into a po int of resistance, 

.J.sked why the Line catalogue was not trAnsported to Alt Auesee 

with the paintings , VGES gave the following explanat i on. The air 

bombardment of Dresdc~. in February 1945, brouGht to an end alcost all 

transportation. Many of the trucks which had been used by Dr. Bli:Ua:R 

for such transportation were burned out , and only Diesel oil , not gas­

oline, was available. Almost none of tho few r emaini ng trucks were 

oil-burning. In March, it was ·generall~ supposed that the liueeians 

wo~d occupy D;esden, but in ~pril ~d May, after t he American drive ~e 

~d~r ·~·. there was c~I'.s i'derable speculation tha~ t he Americans., not 
' . ' the liueeiane , would take over . As the Dresden authorities had alwa¥8 

plAnned to hand over art trearures to the Britiah or the AmeriCana, an4 

not t o the Russians, this speculation was a further incentive to them 

to lea.ve the .?8-talogue and the ~elatively few r emainiJ:Ig L1-Jla items at 

Yeeeenetein, r l\t.h•r tllan to a ttempt ~he great dangers ot another tra.na­" . .. . 
po" to Al.t .Aueeee. 

In March, howevl'r , ono at tempt · was made to move tome ot the . . 

Yeeaenete1n cacno to tho Yoet . Hildobfandt GOBLIT!, one of VOSS' cbiet 


. . 
buTere for Linz , n'gUred in these ~lana . OUllLlft ~d lott hh bouae lA 

t • 

D:r•4firl ~ wat ·,.k1ag. ~~ll\i 'o -.. \o • .., ·~~ !"-~· · · 
I., 



which the :BritiJih radio was ~ouncinb as. a sate placp. G~ITT 
.. \o .: • • .. • 0 • • • • • • • • .. ! 

plt~ed to ~ove hie family end a oonsidorabl$ nucbor of paintings be- • 

loncir.g to ' him·. voss ·and ·he '\_hcua~ed. the pouibi1ity of·•moV1zig the 

Wieebad~ pictures (eoae 70 iteae) · at the same ti~e. ~- thit ~oUld 

place them nnioh nearor to their proper loc~~ion. Bomoval of aomo of 

the Dreedon pictures also was. diecueeed, _ ~~ VOSS ~ote fo~ permisaio~ 

to GP~. Party ·meabcr in charge of all Saxon ' State Musoume. Gauleiter 
• w 

MUTSOBMANN, however, w~e e~rongly oppoe~d t~ allo~i~ &n1thiug Saxon to . - : . . 
GO outside th~ stat~ , and he never anewored VOSS 1 letter. In the con­

fusiOn which existed in the lack· of co~~ications; GURLITT~ after 

great diffio~lties on hie own account, e ot off ~eforo VOSS kqew about . . . . . . . . , . . . 


it, and without t akiD€ MY Dresden or .Wioabaden ~~int1nge whatever • . ~he 

( .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . 


testimony of both GURLITT e.nd VOSS is 1n ~ull Ar,reom~nt on tho.se po'int'e • 
. .:· 
Th~re wae also eoae t~.k of VOSS 1 t;oing alon{~ t o a coOIII)?8JlY the pai~t.inga 

under hie care ~d to see that t hey were properl~ stor ed, but VOSS 
'. ·: .. ._ . ... 


stnt~a that if he had bono it was hie intention to roturn ~mmediately :o 


Woesonetoin. During r.:ru.ch of this time VOSS was eeriou.sly ill• 
.. ' 

The Russian occupation authorities continued VOSS in .offi'ce as .' 

IIDirector of the Dresden GemaldegAlorie, giv1nb h~c a certificP.to which 

is still in hie possession. Thi~ certificate is dntod 30 Mar·1945. :Bp­

~~e · ~~ -the do~truction of Dresden, Weesonste!n beorune a p~~ular p~aop 
.. •• . • •I . ... • • • • • • . 
of. re!U&e, ~ve~ for ~~~tY. rpembe~s like. GIWI:B'J, ""?d !0$8 en~o~t.er~ so· ~ .. . . . . _.. . . . . ... 

IDl\.1ly diff~cultiea in .administer'-~ Wooaonatein as an att rppoait.ory. ... .. ' .., . .. : .. . . . ... . .. . . '"\ : 

the.~ he asked for and received from Will GBO~. vho vas eppointed. 
• • • • • "' t • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

G~!• suoceesor in the o~vil gove~nt, another certificate ,ettiDI 
., •• r , " 1 • 

o ·- f • o o I 

forth the importance of VOSS' taek. Thia c~~ifioate, ~ted 13 June 
: ''• ' ,. .. ' • ' I ' 

1~. ~·alto 1n hi~poeeeaaion, vo~e was. inatructed ~0 ··~blith & ..· . . . .. . . . . . 

cent~ ~."P.oaitQry~ in. Dreadan of .ell obJ~~t~ ~d bf ar~ -~euma ot . 


tu.~on State, but b~.cauee ot th~ a~or~aer• o~ tl'&llip07tat~ou. noth~. 
. . . . . . . . ,; 

.c~~ b.• ~oz:'~ •bout 1-t. • . . . . ~ -~·. . . .. ,
• ·~. .. • 1 ' • • .. , .. 
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th' per~aaion orally. T~e trip did not take place until the and ot July.. ~ 

VOSS itemizes the contents ot Wepaenatoin, other than works bol9nging 

to Dresden, as followel 

l. 	Linz: Over 200 f r fUilod wa.tercolore a.nd dra.w1Dga;, 
no pnintlngs. 

. 2. J'rankfurt: (Not b~o~ht by VOSS' authorit&b 
' 	 '~rtra.it of an Actreoe, ca. 18 , 

from the Goethe Muewm. 
•·,·.' 	 • I • •• 

3· Dortcund: 	 (Not bro~~t by VOSS' ~uthority) 
2 or 3 18th or 19th Oentury German paintings• 

.. 4. ·Wieeba.den: ·About 70 paintifl €8. 

VOSS complains of the abruptness of hie reception and inca.rcera.tion 

at Wieabaden, and appears eurprisod that the America.ns did not know all 

a.bout him a.nd welcome bio as the ea.vior of va.luable works of a.rt. He 

expected that no one would question hie ootivee in becoming the Sonder­

beauftre.gter of Linz, t bet he would be able. to return to Dresden wJ.thout 

incident a s soon a.e he. had finished ~a buaineea 1n Wiegbaden, And that 

the ADer1cans would transport hie wifo, hioeolf and hie belongiDbS out 

of the Ruee1an zone. 

IX. StOOUY 

In the absence of oornp~ote d~cucentation, tho part played by. Hermpnn 
. 

.VOSS in HITLER's scheme of thinGS io not nltogot~or ~lonr. ~doubt,. 	 . 
w11'- be settled if Md whon tho card ca.to.lo~e tor the Linz eollectionjt 

ie ~rought from Droedon/Weea~~toin, togothe~ with VOSS' po~so~l paper•· 
• I • 	 •. • 

A request that thh be done ha.e been aubmitted through channele. The.. 

»omLUm/von mMc i~les eo tar .d.i~oovorod atop at -Tune 1~1; l~~~iae, 
RICDlll1a r~hhr, which ehowa the eouroe 0216. Aat~ of receipt of all pip... 

'· J • 	 ... " 	 . .turea d8livered 	to th~ JUhrerbau, goee aa ret only to October 1942. 
. 	 . 

altho~ copieJ 	of the liate ot what went to .Ut Aut••• torm pert of the 
.J \ •. ... 	 . . 

1i1vct017 made there. A. aoarch 1a being made tor tbe ~1eMnt.Art 6llee, 
. 	 . 

bllt unU~ ther ~ found. I!IN21" queetione will remaia d1ft1cuU to.aziiWer. 
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ou~line the directio~ and meaning of VDSS 1 activity, and to give so~e 
! 

picture of the man. During a month of interrogation, he impressed his 

several questioners very unfavorably. It was their unanimous opinion 

that VOSS ' character is vacillating , and that he i s an extraordinarily 

conceited and ambitious man. His constant reliance on failure of 

memory to ·expl ain disc~~ancias in hi s testi mony did not improve the 

atmoAphore of the intorrogP~ions . 

While thoro is no doubt that he wa~ anti-Nazi before March 1943 , 

the Nazis di d not bother him nftor passing him over in Berlin, and he 

was never a martyr to principle.. Although hie opinions an~ personal 

feelings about tlio Nazis r c.IDA.ineC!. as hostile as before , he accommodated 

them to existing circumstances . In the snme way ho is now try~ to 

use the Americans, end overy offort should bo profoundly distrusted.. 

Tho parAdox of the men who wrote Paris 1940 just aftor the 


occupation of Franco, and who t urns up at the end of the war as the 


hi~hest functionary in Nazi art circles, cannot be deni ed. Faced with 

. . 

this paradox, VOSS has gi von only weak end implausible explanations • 

.He constantly evaded the ·question of moral respon~ibility i nvol ved in 

accepting the ·position of So~derbeauftragter of the Linz 'Museum. If, 

as he contended, he guosse~ that tho war would ' soon be over, and 

fe+t that he was bound to take on the preserva tion of priceless works 

of art, one can ~nly answer that he guessed wrong, and that others co~d 

haye·dOne the· work •. As a r esult of his decision, VO SS became involve~ 

in,. 'the ·most . .elabor ate purchasing expedition in the history of ar.t d.eaT­
ing, under artificial ~~onomic conditions designed by the Nazis as one 

of the subtler. ~ethods: of dQspoiling oc~pie~ torritorips. 

The poom, Parh :,12lio (see Attachment 1), 1s a key to VOSS' ·chirae­

ter, The opinions it expresses are not only anti-~zl, but anti-Germ.n. 
' . 

One would expect the ~ who wrote it, deplori~ ~. 'he Vft.tohed tiles-
.Boohes d~alher la J'rance," to join tll~ iren~h iieeiatanoe · mo-vem..bt , ·· 1t 

the .xpre8e~on ot then teelluga wer• aD¥~~ b'\1\ a l~, U!Jder 
• • • f t. .. ~ 

· 1.ntenocauon, voa• a\a~e4 ,., b6 u~ ~' .M.T• ·~• q« u~ tn ~ . . . 



• ~ 
when he '--rote 1d~val11Jer," onl7 eoonomic roltbN7, and that the movPJut 

of worka of a1.·t from J'ranoe to GerJ11an7 waa no rea1on for moral concern. 

'\"O~G 1 poem ?rUf.f'~te e. eorr7 s!)ectaole in h~ chll.racter. When thh 

le~ter waa ehowt to ~tm, be vae ~1eibly e~barraeeed, and tt took h1m a 

full da7 .to ~oduce even the 8XJ)l.snt\tion that the four~h "R" might 

-rlU'er to "Rermann." 

~o understand VOSS' activit)", it ie neoessar7 to clarity his 

g~neral view of scholarship. VOSS takes the protoundl7. German att~tude 

that art history is pure science; and that one. oan.pureue it without 

exterior moral respon·sibility. . Hte .constantly speaks of himself as a 

11 scientific" man divorced from the obligations of praot1oal life. 

Since he was abl:e to hand over to mlUD almost all adminhtrative de­

tail and all the direct dealings \/ith the Pa1·ty bosses, he olaima 

im.tlll.nity from the consequences. Obt.llenged as to tho degree of hie. . . . 
control, however, he senses t~~t hie prestige is in question, and hie 

pride leads him into making contradictory statements. In short, he 

pictures himself ae both the important mnn who was responsible for 

saving the pictures of Dresden and Linz , and as a pure scientist who 

wae not concerned with .what went on behind the scenes. The fact that 

both of these contentione are partially true does not make the estimate 
\ . ,; .. 
any easier. .. '; ',\ ~ , 0 v ' • 

. , ' .. . . .' . ,, .Tlle motivati·on behind voss• appoi·ntment 1e 11k8wiee .am'Digu.oue. 

··· · · It wae .verr. unuaU8l., eepecially. ae late e.a 1943, .~hat the Jade ehoul~ 
I 

·accept for. ~ch e. poaition e. known anti-Nasi whom th«r had b~ie~ed 

from · !e~lin to Wieeba4en e1ght . )"eRra before. V088 qualitied, ~f 

oourae, e.e an expert, but there were othera, Although VOSS 1• extreme­
:·,· t •• ,; ' ' • •·• • : . . 

. l7 )leeitant. to admit it. The ~th~r• ~ere talked of, b~t no aouroe yet 
't "' .r • . • .• • 1 

in~errogated ~er heard voss• name mentioned •• POBSI'e aucoetaor• . ... • t: . ·.I .. , •. 


announcement came ae a oomp1eto .urpriee. 
.. • • . .,. t ~ I 

' 
I . . It. awear• to ~· ·-~tiu.e-. tha\ YOII 'peraoat.1:b" UOGtttc\ DO lootll& an 

' . 
fOI' t.~~ut·. - .. ,.....~ ~...,... ~~--- ...~ ·- "' ooots.... 



cated works. Be accepted the SCHLOSS Collection under very dubious 

circumsta.uceg, 8-:l.d he wae officially named expert in charge of final d1e­

tribut1.cn of aJ .1. cou.fieca.ted works of art held by ~he liinaatzetab liose~­

bol·g (:aoru~u; n-..·do~ of 21 April 1943), and likewise all works of art 

corfibcs~.cd. by tl'n"' SS in G:a.•ea.ter Germany and all occupied territories 

(EITLER llO!.icy j.uatructi~ne t o RIMMLER prio:r to 26 Janua.ry 1945). The 

rel~~ax1t documents are reproduced in ~ttachments 10 and ll to Consolidate~ 
. . 

lnterr~gntion Report No. 4. Tha't these orders were not put into effee~ 1e 


I 

no fault of VOSS 1 • The fortunes of war alone forestalled their !~lamenta­


tion. If, for example, VOSS bed been called upon to decide on the 


treasures from Monte Cassino (Naples), he would have been in an impoee~ble 


position, but no more impossible than he should have foreseen in March 'l943. 


In the SCHLOSS affair, VOSS' activity was particularly questionable. 

(A full account is given in Consolidated InterrogAtion Report No. 4, 

Chapter III.) It is clear, from testimony given by LOHSE in VOSS' pre~ence 

which VOSS was unable to refute, that he l ear ned fully of the details of 

the case from LOHSE in a conversat ion at Munich on or about 25 April 1943. 

This· was well before the sale, and not many days after he had received 

GOl!IPlllL Is 'faitten report on the affair. ~1though ho remembers su.ch min~tiae 
I 

n • 
as having Just come from the 1'Uhrerbau and having mieaed lunch, his melllOr.Y 

conveni~nt. ly fails him on all details of the conversation, or eveD, on the 

faot :t~t the SCHLOSS affair had ·bee~ discussed, Be admits, however, that 

suCh a conversation might have occurred. 

. . ' 
' Until the correspondence between VOSS and BORMANI/vo~ BUMMIL is . 

foun~. it will be difficult to define accurat~y voss• position in the 

SOHLfSS case. It b clear, how~ver,. that he had the ~nee to .etop 

proc~~dinge ~d that he Aid not, even thoug~ he wae eu!f1c1ent~y info~med 

to lql.ow what he 1ft'la· ~ettl... I.Q\o. He .. oo\Ud have taken the .poa1Uon tha~. . 
the ~icturee were below the Lina standard, 1f he did not dare to nfv.ae 
them outright. Be stat.. that he uaed thie ruee em aome ocoaelOD.e to 

keep oonflecated it11111 CN.t of the Llns collect1QAI, bUt ~~ hal been unable 

to altt aDT ex&~~~Ple, Jn ~rt, h1e oont•Uos. \ba\ "thlDc• bad ,one to~ 

tar for me to Jtop \ba" fN1• •pan vhcl olo•.S.r ~Ded• 
. 

-23­
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~MUfl~\ 
.. . ' . . . 

In VOBB 1 'mind Dresden was e.l~rays the moro important part ot his 
., . ·. .. . ~ 

dual appo1ntmont, 'DUring i nterrogation, be made full uee of this 

point. One can 8gree that Dret::den e.lvaye oolipeed Linz in artistic 
I j , , 

value, althoueh considerable doubt h&nga on tho amount of looted art 
: 

VOSS woUld have been called upon t o process for Lins if Gorli1&Df bad 
: ,.. • ·· • . t .: 

won the we.r. The important point is that, eooond only to !erlin, 
J .~ • 

1 
. t·· ;_; , , 1~.~;: '•, o \ ' (' • )' 0 

Dr~aen was tho crown o£ a c~reor suoh as voss•. Moreover, POSSI 1n 
o o I\ I \ o o o 0 "- o o \ o 0 

his day was unquestionably the loading f~re in Gernan art circles, 
, . . . 

'&nd even thoug~ !arlin ~d more prestige thAn Dresdon, the combined 

Dreeden~Linz position clearly surpassed Berlin in eignifioance, at 

· '· lea~t during the time in question • 
• .; . . . . I 

In ~y, it appears that Linz ~r ~ the coral price that Hermann 

· .,· .: VOS~ waa prePared to p~ for Dresden in. tho satisfaoUon ~f his own 
•. ' 

vanity'. · 
0 -·. 

•,.. ..." , 

·. i. : 'ta~~COMMl!INDATIONS 
.·~. 

.. 
;~• - .... . 

. " 
I. ·. 

11 It ,_,s recommended that VOSS be dete.inod as a potential ·war . 

criminal for the forthcoming .War Cri~ea triala. .. • ~ t 
t • l • : l ~ .. .• ,. ' 

'. 
).: . .. ..: ' ·. 2·( =':Pending the~e ti·ials, it i.e recommended that VOSS be uttli~ed 

0 
0• "; f I o ,. \ 1 ° o \ 1 ° : ; 0 ° 0 ° ~ I o I

0 0 0 

"' · · at ' t~e ·Cent'ral Oollecting Point (VorwR.ltUDgsbau, Muhioh) in inventorb­
,.. J t. . !. ~ . t. • . ... • • • . • • ..,. • : ..· • • ,. • ' 

'ing ~lie Lfnz collections for whatever redistribution i~ determined upon. 
.. • • 1. ~. t ,.. . 

J. Attention ia invited to VOSS' request made at the end ot 

Att~chmeiit' ·4, !or·whatever·e.oi ..o~··ie deemed adv.hable. ., ' 

,.· ., _ ..~!lt~:rof.l~~?! vh4m,, -•• ,h antioi~te4, additiQDA1 .,doowae'• are ·.. . . 

.- ,,.. .. ~e~i:vere4 ~or Atu4T ,at. . -~· ·Oent:ral .O~llecU,AC Joint', bJob.· . · · ., 

• • ":C \ " • •' • ' • ••• • ' ' • ,.· ~: .. •,. , ., •..; ·: • 

•, 

... ·.: .··. ,· '\~. ::· .~~~ . . ~-·~ : 
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Paritt 194o 

By He~ Voss (A~t-September 194o) 

H~laa, j t ai vu Paris, oour·~~ eous 1' eaclave&•, 

... Souffrant de 1 1 $nnemi l'inaolence et l'outrage; 

' .Helaa, je lea ai vus, oee bataillone de Bochea 
IDevalieer la France au profit de leurs poobea, 

J 1a1 vu la croix gamm$e, embl~me de la baine, 

llotter du baut des toita, monstrueuse et obaebne, 

J 1a1 vu dans les palais la borde militaire 

Et ~s l' ombre des ooura la faim et la mia~re. 

J'a1 vu lea bou~aYards et -- .& triste fant~me -­

.' L' orgueil an~a.nti de la Place Vendome; 

Jallait-11 la revoir, oette enceinte royale, 

Chang~& brusqueme~t de Ven~me en Vandalet 

Vers To1 vont mea ~oupira, 8 Dieu de la Cl.menoe, 

D'livre des Telitona la J:lalheureuae Jrance, 

Jaie resplendir sur ~oua 

!'nia, '& Tout-Puiaennt, 



CCN:a'IDEl'I"'TUL 

Statement by Dr. VOSS 

on his acceptance of the Dreadan-Linz Directorships 

About February (or Ma:ch ?) 1943, I received in Wiesbaden an 
entirely unexpected telephone call from the Ministry of Propaganda in 
Berlin, requesting that I present myself to Miniatev GOEBmlLS the 
following day at noon. I went to t ho i ndicated place, and Ministerial­
rat BIBRAOH told me before the audience that tho matter in question was 
the Dresden Gallery. I had known BlBRACH superficially in Berlin, where 
ho had a small position as an Art historian. When I wne ushered in to 
GOJ!iB.B.ELS' room, he indeed asked me whether ~ was inclined to take over 
the GE>J.lery. I first pointed out t :mt I was not a member of the 
National Socialist Perty. GO~S replied thnt the task did not 
require any Pf',rty affiliation, but only tochnical qus.l1fication. 
Thereupon I declared myself ready to accept Dresden, but on the 
condition that I continue in the poet of Director at Wiesbaden (without 
salary). GO!!lli&ELS d~clared that he would notify H!TLER accord1ngly. 
He inquired as to my formt.~r ca.·. oar, publi~atious, etc., and asked about 
my personal situation (whether married; if children). Several officialQ 
of the Ministry wore present at the conversation, but did not take part 
in it. 

~bout ten days l ater I was summ~nsd to prsaent ~vself to HITLER 
at hiS headquarters in Re.stenbu::-g, EAst P1·ussia; I took the night 
express from Berlin and r~chod my destination the next morning. Lata 
in the evening I was admitted. 13~RMUl'N wa.s I·nae:1t A.t the conversation 
as a pilent third pare.on. !lor more toon an hcur HITI,ER t a.l ked almost 
witho~t stopping. He gave a sort of lecture on the origin and import~co 
of such old prinoely galleri es as that in Dreed~n. and subsequently 
explained his intentions with regard to the Linz Gallery. The main 
emphasis, he directed, should be placed on Garman 19th Century painting, 
particularly the Schools of Munich and Vienna. In add.ition, older 
German painting should be collected, and ·alao that of tl1e Netherlands. 
Italy and France. 

He then complained that up to thA.t t:l.me cult'liral e.ct i vi ties had 
been centralized in Vienna. Smaller centers like Linz, Graz and 
Salzb~g wsre now to receive cultural assistance. Linz, AS capital of 
Upper ~ustria and be~use of its beautiful site on the Danube, wa s to 
be especially favored. While the Linz Gallery could not and was not 
inten4ed to rival such first o:ass galleries as Vienna and Dresden, it 
should; at tain e. decent place. 

With regard to other museum projects, HlTL~ emphas ized that in 
Munich, the Schack Gallery and the Neue Pinakothek should be united eo 
as to set up a lP'eat l~th Oentury gAllery. 

(signed) Dr. Her~ Voss 



l wish you a Kerry Ohrietmaa and eEmd you 111¥ beet withee f07i' the •• Tear., 

With beat regards and 

.' 

J.btchrltt 

ST.AATLICBE Gmth:0roJ.Ll!IRIJ1 DBESDD 

farnrufc 22612 und 18442 

... .
. .. 


DBJDSDD-J. l, den 22 Deumhr 19a..3. 
s. 

Herrn 

li'Al.ter And.rens H o f e r 


B ~ r 1 1 n W50 

Augsburg er Str. 68, III. 

Behr geehrter Herr Hofer l 

Mit bestem Dank best~tice i ch Ihndn Ihr Schreibon vom 16. 
Dezember d.Js. und hoffe, dass Sie au6h in dor Zwischenzeit alle 
Fl1egere.ngr1ffe gut {ibe:t"et~dan haban . D!l.Ge unter den Kunsthandlern 
diejenigen, deren Namen mit ainem "H" begi!lf\t (Haberetock, Hinrichsen, 
Hofer) fast allein mit ge:dr.gf~ig;)'l Ba ..ch.idicun~;en ~von gekommen 
sind, 1st ein merkwtirdt~eo SDlsl d~s Zufalls. Man kBnnte zu diesen 

"" 'Idrei "H" noch ein vie:rt~s hi::.:.:-:.U'ugon, was ich Ihrem Scharfeinn 
tlberlasse• 

.Auf d.i e Ar>.ktmft cleF ~ou 1!::.~ .:m fraundlich gestifteten Bildes 
bin ich geBl>n.nn~ ~ci wurCl.R Tl::.i!n gl i ch nacb Er!ull.t schreiben. 

I• I nzwischen WU!ls~h'3 1.~ll thn~n fWbensiloe FesH~• und s::>r ccho Ihnen 
meine beaten Wlin&Gh~ zum JaLrssw&chse~ aua. 

Mit voerbindlicha~ Empfehlungen ubd 

.:en Hitler 

Ihr 

gez. H. Voss 

- - - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - -·- - - - - ... - - ' - - - --- - - -- ­
Translation 

Dear Mr. Hofer, 

I th.<\nk you for your letter of Deoe{llber 16th, and hope that 
you have withotoo~ ~1 the air raids in t he meantime. It is a remark­
able turn of fats ths.t thos a art dealers whose names start vith an 11 H" 
(H:l.ber~took, Xia \'1cllaen, Hofer) have almost alone escaped with alight 
~e, One could FUld " fourth "H" to those throe, ,vhote name I leave 
to your aagaci\y. 

I am ea&erly avai_ting the picture v;hich you have ldndly 
donated, and I &ball vrite you immediately ~on itt arrival. Meanwhile 
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and eome dravill{;s and paintings, most17 ot the later I ,talia.n aahoole, 
be tranaterred from Dresden to the American zone, beCftuae I deaire to 
give ~hie collection to some public 1nat1tut1o~ or un1Yera1t7 ln the 
American zone, for use in th_e etuq of ~t hiator.y. 

Al t Aua•••, Auatria 
20, Augv.at 1945 

( •i&ne4) · Dr. IN"'IUUl Vo.. 

..
.
• S~~Dent by VOSS 


... Oonce~ning His Activities ~ince the End of tha~nr 


Since the bombardoe:1t of Dresden i n Feb~ 1945, I had 118de 111¥ 
rosidence at the Oastle of Weeeenstein, 19 kilometers from Dresden, 
cluef doposit of the Saxon State Oolleotione, especially of the Dresden 
Picture Gallery Md the Print Rooc. Imuediatel)" aftor the Russian 
occupation of Dresden and Weesenstein, a commission, called the "Trophf 
Organization,« was sent to Weesenstein (and to the other depots) to 
make a choice of the best "'orks of art belonging to the Stu:on State. 
It was 111¥ duty to assist as State representative the activities of thie , 
organization, and to give M7 information required. 

I n addition to the r.reater pert of the Dresden paintings, a certain 
numbor of pictures and drawings belonging to non-~axon museums, such as 
Wiesbaden (about. 70 items), Linz, FrMkfurt and Dortmund, were i.n!J!lected 
by tho Russian experts. Almost f\11 those bolol'l(;ine, to Linz and about 
seven paintings owned by Wioabaden were solected by the Russians. As 
Director of both t he Linz and the Wieabaden galleries, I felt that it 
was my duty to report these fA.cts to the pl'oper nuthorities . ThereforE!, 
I asltod permission from my sup':!'iors at !ll' ::tBdGn, specifically Will 
Grobma.nn of the Xulturamt, A.nJ , f'·· ovid •· tt ;. th t ;.s noeded documents for 
travel,_ng, undertook the trip f~· :.m Dra~•i.':..r: to W~. ccba(to:1 with two sales­
men who had made the tr!p bof~·:·o. I acq"...!.\·ed tna :-et;Uiar American permit 
at Hof. 

~ arrived at Wlgcbade:l G~ 29 J uly and ~re~onted ~self first to the 
Oberburg ermei ster, then to th~ .icne: !can E>.t.1.1lol'i t1 es residing in the 
Museum. T6 tke lat~er I coul.:i f: iva only k short end tncomplete account 
of the purpoae of my j o1.:rney , ~·.:rt usc af~a:- P co::~vors:\t '!.on of about 15 
minutes I was arreot~d, aci ~u~inad in cuctody fo~ 5 days at Wiesbaden. 

It was only at Aussee, wrg1·e I arrived 9 A~t, that I was able 
to give a full account of the reasons for my trip, which are the follovingt 

l. To report about the Wiesbaden paintin~s. and to BU€gest that tpe 
necossar1 steps be taken to ensure the transport of these paintings (and 
drawings} to their l egi t.i~te place. 

2. To make a statement about the Walter Webor collection of Dutch 
paintings of the 17th Oentury (mostly acquirdd on the London market 
bofore the war), a collection whiah has been for tpe most part taken away 
by tho Russian Trophy Organization. Theeo pictures should be restored 
to the owner, if he is still alive, And otherwise to Wieebaden, ' in 
accordance with the will of the owner. 

3· To report about the Linz works of art which before being taken 
away by the above-mentioned orgA.nization were beinG preserved mostly at 
Weesenetein and, for the ~ler part, at .tho Zwi~er at Dresden. ' 

4. To bive account of mT activities ae Director .of the projected 
new f\l't museum of Linz, p..nd to help to identify the works of art ~cquired 
and •tored at Aussoo (l.uatrta) under rq direction. . 

5· To sU&geet that ~ unique collection of scientific documente b~ 
lon&ing to me, cone1st1ng. of a valua.b1e art library, photographs ot 
printinca of about 25,000 iteaa, abou~ 2,000 encraYinga after paintlnge, 
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